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China Runs Rings around ASEAN 

-- Ian Storey 

Territorial disputes in the South China Sea are discussed regularly when leaders 
from the Asia Pacific meet, but they may not figure so prominently at next week's 
East Asia Summit in Brunei. That's because Beijing has done a masterful job of 
using diplomatic bullying and diversion tactics to side-track the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations. 

Since China's new leader Xi Jinping assumed office late last year, Beijing has laid 
down the law concerning island disputes: While China says it remains committed to 
"peaceful development," it will not compromise its "core interests." These core 
interests include sovereignty over atolls in the South China Sea that are also claimed 
by Taiwan, Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia, and Brunei. Countries contesting 
China's claims will be dealt with assertively. 

Beijing has been true to its word. In January, when the Philippines unilaterally 
challenged China's expansive maritime claims at the United Nations, Beijing angrily 
refused to participate in the case, arguing that the dispute resolution body under the 
Law of the Sea had no jurisdiction to hear it. The Philippines' case is not about who 
owns the islands but whether the nine-dash line that appears on official Chinese 
maps is compatible with the Law of the Sea. That line encompasses 80% of the 
South China Sea. 

Although Beijing has never explained what it denotes or how it can be justified under 
international law, senior Chinese legal scholars with close ties to the government 
recently argued that China is entitled to ownership of all the atolls within the line. 
This includes exclusive access to energy and fishery resources within the line and 
even control over navigation rights in the area. 

In a revealing ordering of priorities, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi declared in 
June that the regional disputes could only be resolved by respecting "historical facts 
and international law." Governments across the region have been unnerved by 
China's emphasis on history over international law, and have quietly applauded the 
Philippines' UN submission, which they hope will provide clarity on this issue. 
Despite China's opposition, that legal case is on-going. 

Since the Philippines' UN challenge, Beijing has punished Manila for its temerity by 
stepping up naval and paramilitary patrols around islets within the Philippines' 200-
nautical-mile exclusive economic zone and harassing Philippine vessels. In August it 
petulantly disinvited Philippine President Benigno Aquino as guest of honour at a 
trade fair in Nanning because of his refusal to withdraw the UN legal challenge. 

In line with its determination not to compromise its "core interests" in the South China 
Sea, China recently scored a diplomatic triumph over the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations, of which the Philippines is a member. ASEAN had been dismayed at 
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growing friction among the claimants and the prospects of instability, even conflict, in 
one of the world's most important waterways. It called on the disputants to agree on 
rules of behaviour in a code of conduct, and on Sept. 14-15, ASEAN and Chinese 
officials finally met in Suzhou, China to begin discussions. 

Until six months ago, however, China had truculently maintained that the "time was 
not ripe" to start work on such a code. The pretext was that the Philippines and 
Vietnam had regularly violated a non-binding and essentially toothless agreement 
inked in 2002, the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea. In 
reality, nearly all parties, including China, have violated that agreement. 

In a tactical move designed to improve relations with Southeast Asia, in April China's 
new leadership finally gave the green light to consultations—but not negotiations—
on the code of conduct. The two-day meeting in Suzhou was hailed as an important 
breakthrough, partly because ASEAN and China agreed in principle to set up a 
search and rescue telephone hotline (although quite how it will work in practice has 
yet to be worked out). 

The talks were treated as a sign of progress because they seemed to boost 
ASEAN'S credibility as the manager of regional hotspots. In reality, though, China 
ran rings around ASEAN and successfully slowed down the pace of discussions. 

Although ASEAN has called for an "early conclusion" of a code, even before the 
Suzhou meeting, Mr. Wang declared that China was in "no rush," preferring instead 
to take things "step by step."  

During negotiations, China succeeded in slowing down the process by insisting the 
code be addressed by lower-level officials in the ASEAN-China Joint Working Group 
rather than at the Senior Officials Meeting which is capable of making faster, high-
level decisions. 

Beijing also proposed establishing an experts group composed of academics and 
non-government officials to address technical issues that might arise during talks. 
Even though ASEAN reluctantly accepted the proposal, many observers both inside 
and outside ASEAN see this as yet another stalling tactic. 

China has thus ensured that talks with ASEAN regarding a code of conduct will be 
protracted and process- rather than results-oriented. A year or two from now the final 
product will be full of fine words, but short on specifics. 

Critically, it is unlikely to ameliorate tensions in the South China Sea. As China 
grows stronger and more confident, it sees little reason to sign a legally binding and 
substantive code that limits its freedom of action in a body of water in which it 
believes "historical facts" make it the final arbiter. 

(Mr. Storey is senior fellow at the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore. He is the 
author of "Southeast Asia and the Rise of China: The Search for Security", Routledge, 2013). 

Source: The Wall Street Journal, 2 October  

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304906704579110781140446244.html?mod=rss_Opinion%3Fmod%3Dhp_opinion
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The South China Sea and the Lessons of History 

-- Walter Lohman 

President Obama‘s cancelation of his trip to participate in 
next week‘s ASEAN and APEC Summits next week has the 
internet abuzz with discussion of what it may mean for 
America‘s role in the Western Pacific. Initial reactions, 
however, are not necessarily good indicators. President 
Obama cancelled trips to Indonesia and Australia three times 
in 2009-2010. The Bush Administration‘s attention to 

personal diplomacy in Southeast Asia was likewise spotty. Yet, within the region, at 
least, all was forgiven with the advent of America‘s ―Asia Pivot.‖ The substance of 
the pivot is one thing. It is under-resourced on the military side and the economic 
component – the Transpacific Partnership FTA – is complicated by a Democrat 
caucus in the House that is overwhelmingly and demonstrably protectionist. This is 
beginning to sink in a bit in the region. The appeal of the pivot narrative, however, 
has proven remarkably resilient. 

If the pivot weathers another major cancellation – and it almost certainly will – one 
has to start asking why. The reason is because Southeast Asia needs America. Call 
it an insurance policy or balancing or hedging, or what you will, ASEAN does not 
want to be left alone with China. And no combination of other outside players is as 
reassuring as the United States‘ presence. As Secretary of State John Kerry 
prepares to sit in for the President in next week‘s meetings with ASEAN leaders, he 
ought to fully absorb the meaning of this. The US is in a strong position, particularly 
on the contested issue closest to American interests – the South China Sea. He 
would also be well-advised to take a look back at a seemingly unrelated corner of 
ASEAN history to understand what‘s really going on there on this issue. 

Cambodia in the 1980s was one of the great and tragic battlefields of the Cold War. 
With Soviet support, communist Vietnam invaded in 1978. It toppled one of the great 
scourges of mankind, the regime of the Khmer Rouge, and replaced it with a 
Vietnamese-puppet regime. Almost immediately, the Chinese entered the conflict, 
seeking to stem Soviet influence in the region. Local resistance emerged, and, 
suddenly, Southeast Asia was back on the front line of the Cold War. The 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) had refrained from criticising the 
murderous Khmer Rouge – not wanting to interfere by making moral judgments. But 
the new Vietnamese-Soviet-backed regime was different; it posed a direct threat. 
Three countries--Singapore, Thailand and the Philippines—mobilised to oppose and 
reverse Vietnam‘s aggression. 

Indonesia and Malaysia saw it differently. Indonesian and Malaysian leaders 
convened in a Malayisan town named Kuantan. As Southeast Asia scholar Amitav 
Archarya recounts, they came up with a bargain: ASEAN should recognise 
Vietnam‘s interests in Cambodia in a political settlement of the conflict; in exchange, 
Vietnam would distance itself from the Soviet Union. Thus, would ASEAN restore 
peace and keep greater powers at bay. The ―Kuantan Doctrine‖ as it became known 
collapsed two months later, in June of 1980, when Vietnamese troops pursuing 
Cambodian resistance forces crossed into Thai territory. ASEAN consequently 
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affirmed its demand for total Vietnamese withdrawal. Singapore, Thailand and the 
Philippines – with an assist from the Vietnamese-installed government in Cambodia 
– prevailed. ASEAN, the US, and China stepped in to help the Cambodian 
resistance, and in 1989, Vietnam withdrew its troops. Vietnam was admitted as a 
member of ASEAN in 1995, and Cambodia was admitted in 1999 

All is well that ends well. (Mostly well – Hun Sen, the Prime Minister of Vietnam‘s 
puppet government in Cambodia, remains in power today.) But this brief history 
offers a lesson of immediate importance about the way ASEAN operates. In 1980, 
Indonesia and Malaysia were prepared to sell off both Thailand‘s interest as a front 
line state and the related concerns of Singapore and the Philippines. Indonesia and 
Malaysia‘s interests were more abstract. Their priority was to assure the long-term 
preservation and expansion of ASEAN and to keep outside powers from interfering. 
Addressing their fellow ASEAN members‘ concern about Vietnam was not on their 
agenda. 

Something similar is happening today regarding the conflict in the South China Sea. 
The People‘s Republic of China, backed by record-setting growth in defence 
spending and deployments of naval and other maritime assets, is asserting a claim 
to the vast majority of the South China Sea – right up to the shore line of the 
Philippines. This time, it‘s primarily the Philippines, but also Vietnam, that find 
themselves offered up as sacrifice for the greater ASEAN good. And this time, the 
argument for accommodation of the outside aggressor is carrying the day. It is doing 
so in the form of infinite patience with Chinese diplomacy. For 20 years, ASEAN has 
appealed to international law as the basis for managing and settling the territorial 
dispute in the South China Sea. Yet, when the Philippines appealed to arbitration 
under the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), its ASEAN partners 
went silent. This despite the fact that they are all signatories 

ASEAN has fallen back on unending negotiations over a code of conduct to bind 
parties to the conflict. And the US—aside from encouraging quicker diplomacy—is 
going along. This, even as China demonises and attempts to isolate the Philippines 
for standing up for its sovereignty. Make no mistake. If a binding code-of-conduct is 
ever concluded it would be a major accomplishment. But it is not going to happen on 
its own. And it‘s not going to happen without a more active, forceful US policy. Left to 
its own, ASEAN cannot deal with the problems in the South China Sea. It is time to 
use the leverage apparent in ASEAN‘s interest in the US presence to give it some 
backbone in dealing with China. 

During his upcoming meetings in Brunei, Secretary Kerry should bring back the 
Administration‘s more assertive tone of 2010 when Secretary Clinton laid down the 
law on the South China Sea in Hanoi. Indeed, the Administration should take it one 
step further. Instead of soliciting ASEAN‘s careful advice on how to handle 
interaction with China, it should press ASEAN to take tougher public stands and, 
specifically, to support the Philippines‘ case. Instead of accepting limited-joint military 
exercises among the ASEAN countries, US and China as part of the ASEAN 
Defence Ministers Plus and other region-wide ASEAN-centred mechanisms, the US 
should press ASEAN to exclude China from exercises until it gets serious about 
resolving the problem. As leverage, the US can use its own participation. 
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For years now, ASEAN members have warned the US not to ask it to choose 
because we might not like how it chooses. Sufficiently warned, the Obama 
Administration refrains – ceding initiative to an organisation whose record at 
managing disputes beyond its borders is dismal. But ASEAN does not have as many 
alternatives as it pretends. Sometimes leadership means asking friends and allies to 
do difficult things. If that‘s a choice, so be it: ASEAN should choose. A code of 
conduct is only going to succeed by shutting down China‘s options to simultaneously 
engage ASEAN on the code and reinforce its maximalist position. The US can help 
ASEAN do this by better playing the dynamics within ASEAN. 

The blogosphere will settle down on President Obama‘s cancellations. Doubts in 
Southeast Asia about America‘s staying power will certainly remain. They have been 
there for at least 40 years. However, there are several other more fundamental 
realities that remain: US interests in the region, China‘s rise, and ASEAN‘s need for 
America‘s reassuring presence – and divisions within ASEAN. All need to be taken 
sufficiently into account in the effort to secure American national interests. 

(Walter Lohman is director of The Heritage Foundation’s Asian Studies Centre.) 

Source: The National Interest, 4 October  

If Indian Fishermen didn’t poach on Sri Lanka’s Territorial Waters during LTTE 
Terror Rule, Why now? 

-- Shenali Waduge 

There is something more than fishy about the sudden surge in Indian fishermen 
poaching on Sri Lankan territorial waters leading to a diplomatic debacle between 
India and Sri Lanka. Given that the culprits are fishermen and fishing is their 
livelihood what no one seems to answer is, did the LTTE face similar incursions by 
Indian fishermen and if so how did India, Tamil Nadu and the LTTE deal with the 
matter? It is pretty obvious that if Indian fishermen did not intrude into Sri Lankan 
waters during LTTE de-facto rule or if they did it would have been with some explicit 
mutual understanding and explains why Tamil Nadu or India did not send its External 
Affairs Minister to demand why Indian fishermen were being ill-treated by the LTTE 
as India is currently doing against the GOSL. If we wondered where some of LTTE‘s 
arms and other logistics came from we should now know the answer including 
mercenary forces replenished when cadres were in scarcity. Now what would India‘s 
External Affairs Minister have to say about this! 

Let us first look at who these Indian fishermen are. For starters they do not have 
Bachelors or Masters Degrees to know where or how to differentiate international 
maritime boundary. There are 396,000 of them too and Tamil Nadu is the 3rd largest 
fish exporting state. The fishing fleet consists of about 46,000 crafts. Therefore, it is 
natural that any fishermen would stray into waters that fish abound more so since 
there is no marine wealth in the Indian side and fish abound in Sri Lankan waters. If 
more than 1000 Indian boats stray into Sri Lankan waters daily – did such a number 
arrive during LTTE rule? 

http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/the-south-china-sea-the-lessons-history-9179?page=show
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Next we come to the issue of fishermen and smuggling and LTTE would know better 
than any how that combination works given that Prabakran himself was a very 
versatile smuggler for both guns and drug trafficking. Notice the surge in drug 
trafficking from India to Sri Lanka of late and the number of arrests made. Prudent to 
also note is the rise in human smuggling and number of smugglers and the story is 
much more than going to a western country for better living. 400 or more Indian 
trawlers penetrating the Indian Coast guards can equate to smuggling far more than 
drugs, humans and when there is a chorus for the Sri Lankan military to depart from 
the North coming from the Indian Government, Tamil Nadu down to the TNA 
politicians we smell not fish but rats as well! 

The LTTE-Tamil Nadu ties is nothing we need to return to and nothing India or Tamil 
Nadu can take offence against or challenge. Ample evidence prevails as to how 
Tamil Nadu became the second home to the LTTE and its leaders at one time using 
Chennai as one of their bases. Therefore, Indian fishermen roped into LTTE and 
making a living other than just fishing is something we need to now accept. Thus 
Indian fishermen being supporters of LTTE should not come as any shock even in 
diplomatic circles. 

If LTTE and Indian fishermen were partners in crime is it possible that the 
relationship continues given that LTTE entire ground force has not been eliminated 
and the masterminds that ran the show still remain at large. We then come to the 
contentious issue of who these fishermen are. Virtually all of the Indian fishermen 
are Catholic (born or converted). It is no understatement to say that virtually the 
entire Southern belt of India has now been successfully converted and explains why 
there is an undercurrent in linking LTTE eelam project to the Church and many in 
India have not minced words to say that the entire LTTE Eelam project is funded by 
the Church and has nothing to do with creating an eelam for Hindu Tamils and this 
certainly is and should be open for debate. The Church maintains stoic silence on 
both Emmanuel and whether fishermen issue is choreographed by them but used 
conveniently by the Indian Government to coerce Sri Lanka‘s knowing that Sri 
Lanka‘s foreign ministry lacks the courage to defend the nation other than issuing 
half-hearted statements to gain distinction in English eloquence! 

This aspect of the argument and the fishermen issue itself generates interest for the 
parties spearheading the international Tamil diaspora movement are all linked to 
Western Christian states and the LTTE-fronts come under Father S J V Emmanuel 
and his Global Tamil Forum and the Church has taken absolutely no action against 
Father Emmanuel or numerous other priests who had been associated with the 
LTTE over the years and continue to have links with the remnants. 

Given this scenario we can maybe wonder whether there is a remote possibility that 
the fishermen incursions are perhaps directed and choreographed to create tension 
between the Indians and the Sri Lankan military and Government. But, surely India 
known to have first trained and launched Tamil militancy covertly would be well 
aware if such conniving was taking place and would apprise Sri Lanka‘s counterparts 
of the devious plans by external forces and at least provide GPS tracking systems 
for the Indian vessels. Well, India‘s diplomats would do that if they ran diplomacy 
with sincerity but a nation that put Kao plan clandestinely without any provocation 
from Sri Lanka cannot expect Sri Lanka to be too trusting of India‘s sincerity 
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especially when India without batting an eyelid endorsed not once but twice the US 
resolutions against Sri Lanka in Geneva. 

In this context it is important for us to realise that India under Congress looks to be 
steadily moving towards a Divided States of India under the new found friend in US 
and it is looking towards the new opposition contender for the Indian Premier stake 
that may bring India to where it should stand – in Asia and among Asian nations. 
Though Sri Lankan media following the psyche of western-influenced and dominated 
media would not give Narendra Modi the air time he deserves and now commands, 
Mr. Modi speaking recently in Tiruchirappali, Tamil Nadu to a crowd of more than 
300,000 criticised the Manmohan Singh Government for the fishermen issue and not 
Sri Lanka. We reiterate again that with India under Congress influence and the 
foreign connection that steers decision making the likelihood of an Eelam being 
carved out like Kosovo is more probable than under BJP which clearly realises that 
breaking Sri Lanka would mean eventually breaking up India. The danger for India 
lies unfortunately in those they have chosen to lead India and calls to wake up the 
Indian think tanks who would not wish to balkanise India whatever odds. 

What is interesting at this juncture is to know what TNA and Chief Minister 
Wigneswaran has to say on the matter of Indian fishermen poaching into Sri Lankan 
waters and confiscating the fish that belongs to the Sri Lankan Tami l fishermen 
most of whom also happen to be non-Hindus. 

The fact remains that during LTTE rule, no Tamil Nadu Chief Minister went ranting 
as they currently do, Tamil Nadu fishermen did not confiscate Sri Lanka‘s fish though 
they did enter Sri Lankan territorial waters for different reasons and no TNA politician 
cited the North either.  

Today, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister is more concerned about what happens in Sri 
Lanka than in her own state, Tamil Nadu fishermen are getting away with 
Rs.64billion worth of fish that belongs rightfully to Sri Lanka and these fish should 
belong to Sri Lankan fishermen and TNA and Chief Minister Wigneswaran must be 
concerned about bringing revenue to Sri Lanka before going after an utopian self-
determination bid. It may be convenient for TNA and the Chief Minister to join the 
anti-Sri Lankan publicity horse that conveniently side-tracks the real issue of Indian 
fishermen stealing fish from Sri Lankan waters and making a living and that 
livelihood rightfully belongs to the fishermen in the Northern seas and this is what the 
TNA needs to address as a priority. 

What is definitely obvious is that there is more to the issue than just fishing and the 
Indian Government and Tamil Nadu are well aware of this and so too are the 
external factors who are watching from the balcony the production of their own 
drama. 

The views expressed are the author’s own. 

(Shenali Waduge is a Sri Lankan civil society writer concerned about fair play in all matters 
that concern citizens of her country as well as the world at large.) 

Source: Eurasia Review, 5 October  

http://www.eurasiareview.com/05102013-indian-fishermen-didnt-poach-sri-lankas-territorial-waters-ltte-terror-rule-now-oped/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+eurasiareview%2FVsnE+%28Eurasia+Review%29
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Shipping Oil Has Never Been Safer 

-- Stephen Brown and Kevin Gardner 

As British Columbians continue to 
debate energy development and 
transportation proposals to allow 
Canada to ship oil exports to new 
markets, questions are being asked of 
safety in the marine sector and of our 
ability to deal with an oil spill in the 
unlikely event of such an occurrence. 
Shipping oil in and out of B.C. is nothing 
new. Oil has been uneventfully moved 
on the coast of British Columbia for the 

past 100 years. For most of that time, the technologies of precision navigation that 
are today compulsory equipment on the bridge of a ship simply did not exist. But 
what of the Exxon Valdez, argue some critics. The marine industry can reasonably 
claim to have learned the lessons of Exxon Valdez. In fact, had the Exxon Valdez 
been built to construction standards first introduced in the 1990s, not a drop of oil 
would have been spilled in that incident. 

Before any tanker is chartered by an oil company, the vessel is vetted in detail with 
the assistance of international databases describing every aspect of a tanker‘s 
history. As a consequence, tankers owners are highly incentivised to ensure their 
vessels, and the crews that operate them, maintain an exemplary record of 
performance. Highly experienced marine pilots, assisted by equally senior tug 
masters commanding state of the art and immensely powerful tugs, guide tankers 
through local waters. It‘s the law. Real time wind and current monitors in combination 
with comprehensive communications systems ensure marine pilots in British 
Columbia are at the leading edge of safety innovation. And so modern ship 
construction, rigorous training and safety standards, and advanced technologies 
ensure oil spills today are not inevitable. The proof is clear: Oil spills in the marine 
environment have declined massively over the past 30 years and in 2012 there were 
no large spills anywhere in the world. 

Yet B.C.‘s shipping sector is not resting on its laurels. The marine industry is fully 
supportive of the federal government‘s decision to conduct a review of oil spill 
preparedness and response, which will be published later this year. And Western 
Canada Marine Response Corporation, the organisation charged by the federal 
government with maintaining oil spill preparedness on Canada‘s West Coast, is a 
leader in adopting the latest international marine safety approaches. The Canada 
Shipping Act requires that we have the ability to respond to a 10,000-tonne (70,000-
barrel) oil spill. WCMRC exceeds that capacity by two and half times — and we 
continue to grow our capacity even further. WCMRC has initiated detailed mapping 
of the B.C. coastline to improve the organisation‘s coastal knowledge base, 
maintains strategically located equipment caches in 11 locations from Vancouver to 
Prince Rupert, and conducts training exercises regularly across the B.C. coast. 
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In the unlikely event of a spill, WCMRC has a fleet of 31 vessels at the ready. An 
additional 80 vessels manned by well-trained and experienced contractors are also 
available. And WCMRC can call upon a worldwide network of resources and 
personnel that further enhances its ability to respond rapidly and effectively to any 
spill. WCMRC continues to benchmark itself against several other leading countries 
and was recently part of a B.C. delegation to study Norway‘s experiences with the 
aim of continually improving its own expertise. Federal and provincial governments 
and the oil and pipeline companies are making unprecedented investments in 
scientific research to better understand the behaviour of different products in the 
marine environment. The outcome of this research will provide WCMRC with an 
even higher level of advanced knowledge for spill preparedness and response. 

As for the ability to pay for a significant clean-up, however remote the likelihood, 
Canada is a world leader. While the principle of ―polluter pays‖ is applicable in all 
jurisdictions worldwide, thanks to a layer of national reserve funding known as the 
Canadian Ship Source Oil Pollution Fund (CSSOPF), the Canadian marine industry‘s 
coverage is over and above statutory international requirements. And following a 
detailed international review in 2012, the Limits to Liability for Maritime Claims 
Convention (LLMC) have raised liability limits in the marine sector by 51 per cent 
effective 2015. Even so, a review of the size of the CSSOPF forms part of the federal 
government‘s current review of preparedness. 

In summary, the world fleet of around 12,500 tankers is quietly but safely going 
about its business providing essential service to the world economy 24 hours a day, 
every day of the year. We should demand of the marine sector the highest 
standards. We must also recognise how far the sector has come in terms of marine 
safety and oil spill preparedness and response. 

(Stephen Brown is president of the Chamber of Shipping of British Columbia. Kevin Gardner is 
president and general manager of Western Canada Marine Response Corporation.) 

Source: The Vancouver Sun, 8 October 

The Geopolitics of Australia 

-- James R. Holmes 

To travel in the Asia-Pacific is to reacquaint yourself with 
geography. Case in point: Australia. For Americans, Australia is 
Foster's, throwing meat on the Barbie (a term I haven't heard once 
this week) at Outback Steakhouse, and Crocodile Dundee. None 
of those are bad things. But there's more to the country than that. 
A quick survey of the environs: First, Australia is an island, a 

continent and a nation all at once. It bears some resemblance to the United States in 
that sense, albeit without even the friendly, and far from geopolitically troublesome, 
neighbours to its north and south. Isolated from external threats by water, Australia, 
like the United States, has the option — and at times displays a propensity — to turn 
inward, neglecting the sea and the navy. I'd be a rich Naval Diplomat if I had a dollar 
for every time I've heard this lament from Australian officers at this week's Sea 
Power Conference. Seafaring culture demands care and feeding to thrive. 

http://www.vancouversun.com/news/Opinion+Shipping+never+been+safer/9012797/story.html
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Second, the nation straddles the juncture between the halves of the grand Indo-
Pacific theatre, or the "Indo-Asia-Pacific," to use the unwieldy, not terribly helpful 
term now occasionally heard in defence circles. Australia's position astride the Indo-
Pacific seam could impart a horizontal, east-west character to maritime strategy. 
Forces based here, that is, could swing into action far more readily than could forces 
based at the extreme ends of the theatre, such as Japan or Bahrain — home to the 
US Seventh and fifth fleets, respectively. A central geographic position bestows 
options on mariners wise enough to exploit it. 

Third, such forces could range around the periphery. Australia holds an exterior 
position vis-a-vis Southeast Asia, outside the southern rim of the South China Sea. 
This makes the South China Sea unique among semi-enclosed seas. It's rather as 
though a massive island were positioned due east of Puerto Rico, letting the island's 
inhabitant‘s manoeuvre outside the Caribbean and Gulf while influencing the 
shipping lanes connecting those expanses with the broad Atlantic. If Canberra can 
look east into the Pacific or west into the Indian Ocean, it can also look north into the 
South China Sea or operate outside the perimeter of that contested expanse. This 
vertical dimension, along with the horizontal dimension, adds up to a lot of vectors 
demanding policy and strategic attention, particularly for a middle power like 
Australia.  

An Australia attuned to its maritime surroundings should fare well managing its near 
seas. An inward-facing Australia could run afoul of savvier competitors. Fourth, 
Australia is something like Cuba was for Mahan. Again, it occupies a blessed 
geographic position. It's big, and it boasts plentiful resources relative to its modest 
population. It would be hard if not impossible to blockade. Defenders would simply 
shift resources overland, using overland transport to evade the blockading force. And 
it's defensible. It lies largely out of reach of potential adversaries' weaponry. Forces 
could disperse to points around the long coastline or the continental interior to elude 
bombardment or a blockade. 

And finally, Australia is geographically interdependent with the islands connecting it 
to North America by sea. In the early 1890s, when Mahan was hectoring Washington 
to annex Hawaii, he pointed out that that archipelago lay along the sea lanes 
connecting the Panama Canal with East Asia and the routes connecting western 
Canada with Australia. It was the only convenient stopping point for American or 
British shipping amid a desolate stretch of ocean. That basic geographic fact rivets 
attention on the trans-Pacific seaways. The US Navy and Marine campaign in the 
Solomon Islands (1942-1943) sought to preserve this lifeline between North America 
and Australia when Imperial Japan tried to sever it. South Pacific geography, then, 
imposes yet more demands on Canberra's and the Australian Defence Force's 
attention. All in all, this is a complex and demanding environment. One wishes 
Australian maritime proponents well as they try to resuscitate and preserve the 
nation's seafaring culture. Canberra's foreign policy and strategy could come under 
duress without it. 

(James R. Holmes is a defence analyst for The Diplomat and a professor of strategy at the US 
Naval War College.) 

Source: The Diplomat, 9 October 

http://thediplomat.com/the-naval-diplomat/2013/10/09/the-geopolitics-of-australia/
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Pakistan’s Oversized Submarine Ambitions 

-- Andrew Detsch 

Before his last term ended abruptly in a 1999 military coup, Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif dreamed that Pakistan would become an ―Asian Tiger,‖ comparable with the 
rising economies of Southeast Asia. Pervez Musharraf and Asif Ali Zardari dashed 
those hopes: Islamabad is now US$58 billion in debt, and economic growth has 
slowed to a murmur. Nevertheless, Sharif has swept into power once again with an 
ambitious vision of Pakistan‘s role in the world. ―Undoubtedly, our foreign policy 
demands a brave revision‖ he told a national television audience in one of his first 
speeches as prime minister, without which Pakistan ―could not become [one of the] 
Asian Tigers.‖ 

That ―brave revision‖ points in part to a robust naval modernisation program, 
including a major push to revamp Pakistan‘s fledgling submarine fleet. As a Muslim-
majority country with a fully serviceable Navy (surface vessels, submarines and a 
naval air arm), the Pakistan Navy (PN) hopes to become ―the guardian navy of the 
Gulf regions.‖ Haris Khan, a senior analyst at PakDef Military Consortium, an 
independent Tampa-based think tank, tells The Diplomat in an interview. 

Pakistan‘s desire for naval modernisation is predicated on its sense of strategic 
position in the complex Indian Ocean region. ―Pakistan needs and maintains a 
balanced navy that can and will play its role effectively and efficiently in the region.‖ 
Khan notes. The importance of that role is underscored by a stretch of maritime 
border at the mouth of the Gulf of Oman and the warm-water Gwadar Port, located 
just 250 miles from the Straits of Hormuz, a vital chokepoint through which 20% of 
global oil traffic passes daily. Pakistan‘s naval strategy is centred on a number of 
goals, such as deterring India, keeping sea lanes open to Pakistan‘s Karachi port, 
and ensuring a ―stable environment in the North Arabian Sea.‖ To that end, Sharif 
has promised that priority will be given to ―critical projects,‖ including building and 
procuring new submarines and frigates, and constructing new naval bases at Turbat 
and Gwadar, Khan says. A large corps, with over 25,000 active personnel, including 
3,000 Pakistani Marines and 1,000 Special Service Group members, gives Pakistan 
unique flexibility in conducting missions. 

―Pakistan‘s naval acquisition strategy can be seen largely as being proactive and 
innovative.‖ Khan says. It will need to be, not only to accomplish a host of ambitious 
regional goals, but to upgrade a submarine fleet in vital need of repair, the crux of 
the elite forces within the Pakistani Navy. ―Two are French DCNS Agosta-70 which 
are being upgraded and three are AIP powered Agosta 90Bs. Two of the Agosta -
90B were built and assembled locally at Karachi Shipyard and Engineering Works 
(KSEW),‖ Khan says. The submarines are equipped with French and German 
torpedoes, French SM-39 missiles and American harpoon missiles. 

Although Defence Minister Tanveer Hussain promised that ―all necessary resources‖ 
would be provided to enhance the Navy in an interview with the Associated Press of 
Pakistan this summer, being proactive and innovative has historically gotten the 
aspiring tiger into serious financial trouble. Sharif‘s plan faces familiar pitfalls. Former 
President Pervez Musharraf‘s ambitious Armed Forces Development Plan (AFDP) 
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envisioned a US$15 billion retrofit of Pakistan‘s military by 2015, expanding the 
submarine fleet from eight to twelve. Since 2008, GDP has stagnated with an 
average annual growth rate of 2.5%, and Sharif was even forced to borrow another 
US$5 billion in his first days in office in a bid to prevent widespread blackouts. 

Already a 2008 IMF deal forced the government to abandon a multi-billion dollar deal 
with Howaldtswerke-Deutsche Werft (HDW) for three U-214 submarines. A tentative 
US$6 billion deal with China to provide six diesel-electric submarines was also 
abandoned when Pakistan could not provide collateral. Although the plans are 
secret, with the Air Force‘s AFDP shelved five years ago, ―it would be safe to 
assume that Navy‘s AFDP "had a ―similar fate,‖ Khan says. 

Pakistan‘s domestic politics may present further complications for naval 
modernisation. As noted above, lingering debt forced the government to agree to a 
fresh IMF bailout package, worth US$5.3 billion, in July. A recent suicide attack on a 
Christian church in Peshawar, which killed 73 people, underscored the difficulties 
Pakistan faces in quelling internal violence, even though Sharif has indicated a 
willingness to reach a settlement with the Pakistani Taliban. Although Pakistan faces 
other serious problems, including the worst energy crisis in its history, a school 
system in shambles and on-going battles to control terrorism, losing control of the 
naval modernisation drive could have precipitous consequences. 

The Navy hopes that the creation of a nearly sixteen-ton fleet tanker will promote 
―greater self-reliance and the increased indigenisation of defence equipment 
production,‖ Khan notes. But increased focus on that, and the establishment of the 
Naval Strategic Force Command (NSFC) under the care of the Strategic Planning 
Division (SPD)— the custodian of Pakistan‘s nuclear weapons—may leave 
conventional submarine programs starved for both attention and funding. 

This would be consistent with Pakistan‘s long-standing goal of acquiring a sea-based 
nuclear deterrent to pursue an ambitious maritime strategy. According to Khan, since 
2001 the Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission (PAEC) has been working on KPC-3, 
a project ―to design and manufacture a miniaturised nuclear power plant for a 
submarine.‖ In the long term, that may help Pakistan do less with more. PAEC and 
the National Engineering and Scientific Commission (NESCOM) have been working 
on a miniaturised plutonium warhead, a naval version of the Babur land attack cruise 
missile, which will further enhance Pakistan‘s deterrent capability. 

But doing more with less will also require Pakistan to be more efficient with the 
money it has on hand. ―Strategic management has been another focus for the PN.‖ 
Khan says, referring to Pakistan‘s Navy. To enhance the quality of manpower and 
improve efficiency, the navy has commissioned a review of its entire organisation, 
and will restructure it where it deems necessary. Sharif certainly has the vision to 
turn Pakistan‘s navy around. Whether he has the willpower is another question. 

(Andrew Detsch is editorial assistant at The Diplomat.) 

Source: The Diplomat, 9 October 

http://thediplomat.com/flashpoints-blog/2013/10/09/pakistans-oversized-submarine-ambitions/
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ASEAN Needs to Enhance Maritime Cooperation for Prosperity 

ASEAN needs to enhance maritime cooperation 
for prosperity and stability in the region. Deputy 
Foreign Minister of Malaysia Datuk Hamzah 
Zainuddin said finding solutions to the current 
maritime security issues was becoming 
increasingly vital. Opening the 4th ASEAN 
Maritime Forum, he said this was because the 
trade between the economies in East Asia and 
ASEAN depended extensively in the critical 
passages of the Melaka Straits and South China 

Sea. Taking the World Trade Organisation (WTO) data in 2011, Hamzah said Japan 
imported US$116 billion worth of fuel while South Korea and China imported US$76 
billion and US$62 billion, respectively, from the Middle East passing through the 
Melaka Straits. 

"In view of the potential threat of disaster or accident, or security issues affecting 
waterways, there is a need for cooperation to avert and manage any potential crisis 
that could cause major economic damage to the region. ―We underscore the 
importance of maritime security, freedom of navigation, military, law enforcement 
and, not to forget, continued constructive dialogue and peaceful settlement of 
disputes, in accordance with the international law, including UNCLOS (The 1982 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea),‖ he said in his speech. As 
maritime issues evolved, Hamzah said ASEAN must not lose focus on the needs of 
the communities as primary to the whole regional maritime discourse and ensuring 
external players did not dictate the state of play in the regional seas. He said, while 
ASEAN had had many discussions on maritime safety and security issues, 
discussions relating to the maritime environment, including maritime scientific, was 
lagging behind. The two-day forum was attended by all ASEAN members and eight 
dialogue partners. 

Source: Bernama, 1 October 

India-China Naval Exercise off Australian Coast 

In a first, two warships from India and China are 
participating in an exercise off the Australian coast on the 
measures needed by the two navies to protect international 
sea lanes. Stealth frigate INS Sahyadri and People‘s 
Liberation Army‘s Luhu-class naval destroyers Qingdao are 
participating in the maritime security field training exercise 
underway at Jervis Bay on the south coast of New South 
Wales. The exercise focuses on maritime security, including 

anti-piracy drills and checking illegal immigration. Though naval ships from India and 
China were making port calls in the past, this is the first time the two navies are 
meeting in the Indian Ocean for an exercise, said a navy officer. The exercise, 

http://www.bernama.com.my/bernama/v7/ge/newsgeneral.php?id=982031


Page 16 of 44 

however, is not bilateral. Several warships from ASEAN nations are also taking part 
in this multi-country field training programme. 

Besides India and China, battleships from Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and 
Australia too are participated in the programme till October 2. Subsequently all the 
ships also participated in an international fleet review between October 4 and 11, 
organised by the Royal Australian Navy on its 150th anniversary. Even though India 
and China are not on the same page on navigational rights in the South China Sea, 
the two navies agreed to increase ship visits, conducting joint maritime search and 
rescue exercises and cooperate in counter-piracy operations. Participation of the 
Indian warship in Australian fleet review is one of the steps New Delhi is taking to 
consolidate its friendship with Canberra in strategic affairs. New Delhi will take part in 
the centenary celebrations of Gallipoli campaign – the first major battle for Australia 
and New Zealand – in 2015. There will also be a bilateral naval exercise in 2015. 

Source: Deccan Herald, 1 October 

India to Require BrahMos Missile for Next Subs 

Western competitors could face stiffer 
competition from the Russians in India‘s 
forthcoming US $12 billion tender for the 
purchase of six conventional submarines. 
The Indian Defence Ministry is requiring 
that submarines in the competition be 
capable of mounting the Indo-Russian 
BrahMos cruise missile. India‘s Defence 
Research and Development 
Organisation, which is jointly producing 

the BrahMos with Russia, has persuaded the MoD to incorporate the requirement for 
the tender, expected to be floated by the end of the year. DCNS of France, Navantia 
of Spain and HDW of Germany will offer their submarines in the competition. The 
Russians, meanwhile, told the Indian Navy this month that their Amur-class 
submarines could accommodate the BrahMos missile with little modification. 

No executive from DCNS, Navantia or HDW would comment on their boats‘ ability to 
carry the missile. India is finalising a formal tender to purchase six advanced 
conventional submarines with air-independent propulsion technology. The six 
submarines are to be purchased within the limitations of the Missile Technology 
Control Regime, which restricts the proliferation of missiles capable of flying beyond 
300 kilometres, a MoD official said. BrahMos is homemade and has a range of less 
than 300 kilometres, which would be best suited for the submarine, the MoD source 
said. The submarines are to have a surface speed of 12 knots and submerged 
speed of 19 knots. They will have a range of 50 to 60 days of navigation on the 
surface and 20 to 30 days of navigation submerged at 4 knots. 

Two of the six submarines are to be made in the overseas shipyard and the 
remaining four are slotted to be license-produced only in a state-owned shipyard. 
The major fire on the Russian-made Sindhurakshak last month has dropped the 
operational strength of the Indian Navy submarines to only 11. With the 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/360611/india-china-naval-exercise-off.html
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decommissioning of the aging German HDW-class submarines next year, the Indian 
Navy‘s total submarine strength could fall to as low as seven by 2015. The fact that 
the Indian Navy‘s submarine fleet size has dropped so low is a point of major 
concern in the ranks, especially since China‘s sub fleet is more than 60, an official 
said. 

Source: Defence News, 1 October 

US Warship in Goa for Strategies & Fun 

Close to 800 personnel from the US armed forces are looking forward to a week of 
sun, surf and sand with a touch of Goan hospitality, as US navy ship, the USS 
Harpers Ferry has dropped anchor at the Mormugao Port Trust (MPT) on a 
'friendship visit' to India. The US officers will join their Indian counterparts in a four-
day 'table-top' training exercise to be held on-board the warship, where they will 
exchange expertise and discuss tactics to manage fictional scenarios, mostly 
involving amphibious operations. But it will not be all work; the marines are also 
raring to play some cricket and football with their colleagues from the Indian Navy. 
The massive 609ft-long vessel is docked at MPT's breakwater berth, built especially 
for yachts and cruises. The ship can accommodate 504 troops apart from a crew of 
nearly 400, and is carrying dozens of US army tanks, trucks, bulldozers and heavy-
duty weaponry. 

Addressing the press Christine Lawson, information commissioner at the US 
consulate, Mumbai, said the relationship between USA and India was going from 
strength to strength, a fact reiterated by US President Barack Obama and Indian 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh's recent meeting in Washington. The ship's captain, 
Commander Stephen Ilteris said, "We are excited about linking up with the Indian 
armed forces. We will be taking them on a tour of the ship and showing off our 
capability. During the training exercise, we will take up various fictitious scenarios 
that the armed forces could face, and discuss strategies and on-field tactics that will 
empower decision-making and promote best practices." Taking a walk through the 
cavernous insides of the warship, the officers proudly displayed their big guns-
literally. An assortment of chunky weapons, sophisticated surveillance robots, a fleet 
of amphibious tanks, an innocuous-looking machine that "shoots out shells as big as 
footballs, wreaking some serious damage in a 300m-radius"-the words of the young 
marine manning the weapon... the vessel looked fully equipped to go to war, rather 
than the peaceful training and tourism exercises that it will embark upon across the 
world over the next seven months. 

The warship also boasts of a swanky medical unit, fitted out with all essential 
diagnostic and surgical equipment to perform minor operations and dental work. 
"This is the first international port of call since we started out from San Diego in 
August. Most of our marines have never been to India, and are thrilled to have an 
opportunity to soak in some Indian food and culture," said Lt Col George Markert, the 
highly-decorated commanding officer of the battalion of marines on board. Unlike 
Indian naval ships, the USS Harpers Ferry is fully integrated, with 30% of the 
deployed sailors and officers women. 

Source: The Times of India, 1 October 

http://www.defensenews.com/article/20131001/DEFREG03/310010012/India-Require-BrahMos-Missile-Next-Subs
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-10-01/goa/42573037_1_mormugao-port-trust-training-exercise-warship
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CSL Launches One More Patrol Vessel 

The Cochin Shipyard has launched the fourth Fast Patrol Vessel (FPV) for the Indian 
Coast Guard (ICG). The vessel ‗Abhiraj‘ was launched by Dr Ranjini Raghavan in the 
presence of DIG Satish Chandran, Commandant, Coast Guard District Headquarters 
4, and DIG TP Sadanandan, CGRPS (K) of Indian Coast Guard.  Capt R S Sundar, 
Director (Operations) CSL, Dr K N Raghavan, Commissioner of Customs, senior 
officials of the Coast Guard, Indian Navy, and Cochin Shipyard were present. It is the 
fourth in a series of 20 FPVs being built by the Cochin Shipyard for the Coast Guard. 
The vessels are being built under the dual classification requirements of ABS and 
IRS. The primary roles of the vessel include fisheries protection and monitoring, 
patrol within exclusive economic zone (EEZ) and coastal patrol, anti-smuggling, 
search, rescue operations and anti-piracy operations. 

Source: The New Indian Express, 2 October 

EAS Leaders to Hail Progress of ASEAN-China Talks on South China Sea 

Leaders at the East Asia Summit in Brunei will discuss tensions in the South China 
Sea and welcome the start of the formal talks between ASEAN and China on a code 
of conduct aimed at preventing clashes among countries with rival claims in the sea, 
according to a document. The draft of a statement to be issued at the end of the 
summit suggests the EAS leaders will stress the importance of ending the territorial 
and maritime disputes in the South China Sea peacefully through consultations and 
negotiations. It says the leaders welcome "the collective commitments of ASEAN 
member states and China to fully and effectively implement the Declaration on the 
Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea," signed by the two sides in 2002, and "to 
work towards the adoption of the code of conduct in the South China Sea on the 
basis of consensus." 

In mid-September, ASEAN and China held their first consultation on the code of 
conduct, with ASEAN officials saying later that the two sides made some progress. 
But it remains to be seen if Chinese and ASEAN leaders will convey their political will 
to forge a legally binding code of conduct when they issue a joint statement after 
their summit. A Thai official said the drafting of the ASEAN-China joint statement is 
still underway and there remain some differences among concerned parties. China 
has long maintained that territorial and maritime disputes in the South China Sea, 
which it claims almost in its entirety, should be resolved bilaterally among claimant 
states. But the new government of President Xi Jinping recently opened the door for 
talks with ASEAN on the proposed code, which is aimed at guiding the behaviour of 
claimant states in the South China Sea to reduce tensions and facilitate peaceful 
resolution of the disputes. The EAS comprises the 10 members of ASEAN -- Brunei, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam -- plus Australia, China, India, Japan, New Zealand, Russia, 
South Korea and the United States. Four ASEAN members -- Vietnam, the 
Philippines, Malaysia and Brunei -- have claims in the South China Sea that overlap 
with those of China. Taiwan also claims islands in the sea. 

Source: Global Post, 3 October 

http://newindianexpress.com/cities/kochi/CSL-launches-one-more-patrol-vessel/2013/10/02/article1814180.ece
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/kyodo-news-international/131003/eas-leaders-hail-progress-asean-china-talks-s-china-se
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Naval Fleet Review Begins in Sydney 

Australian Minister for Defence 
Senator David Johnston 
announced the entry of the 
Royal Australian Navy Fleet into 
Sydney Harbour for the 
International Fleet Review. 
Senator Johnston said the 
International Fleet Review was 
planned in partnership with the 

NSW Government and the City of Sydney and will draw around 40 warships, 16 tall 
ships, more than 60 aircraft, 10 military bands and 8,000 sailors from 17 nations 
around the world. The nations participating include Australia, Brunei, China, France, 
India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Micronesia, New Zealand, Nigeria, Papua New 
Guinea, Singapore, Spain, Thailand, Tonga, United Kingdom and the United States 
of America. ―This is a significant event for the Royal Australian Navy,‖ Senator 
Johnston said, noting that seven ships HMA Ships Sydney, Darwin, Perth, 
Parramatta, Bundaberg, Diamontina and Huon would simulate the historic October 4, 
1913 arrival in to the harbour. 

―Their arrival will be supported by a Navy helicopter display at Bradley‘s Head and a 
21 Gun Salute.‖ The long weekend brings a full schedule of activity for the 
International Fleet Review including a fireworks and lightshow display. The particular 
significance, with aviation formation flypasts and the much anticipated Ceremonial 
Fleet Review by the Governor General of Australia and viewed by the His Royal 
Highness Prince Henry of Wales and Prime Minister Tony Abbott. The International 
Fleet Review includes the RAN Sea Power Conference 2013 and Pacific 2013 
International Maritime Congress and Exposition being held at Darling Harbour from 
October 7-9, 2013. 

Source: Marine Link, 4 October 

China Plans Maritime Silk Road with ASEAN Nations 

China proposes to build a Maritime Silk Road with Southeast Asia countries where it 
is locked in a vexed dispute over the South China Sea to boost its foreign trade, 
state media reported. The Maritime Silk Road (MSR) formed the basis the plans to 
enhance trade between China and ASEAN countries during the current visit of 
Chinese President Xi Jinping to Indonesia and Malaysia where he stated the MSR 
would help turn the "Golden Decade" between China and the region into "Diamond 
Decade". Such a project would be built upon solid political basis and economic 
foundations, and is in line with the common aspirations of the peoples of China and 
the ASEAN countries, a commentary by the state-run Xinhua news agency said. 

Currently, China is the 10-member ASEAN group's largest trading partner, with the 
two-way trade exceeding $400 billion last year, a six-fold increase since a decade 
ago. While their mutual investment topped $100 billion last year, a quadruple of the 
number ten years ago. Moreover, the new maritime Silk Road is the shared 
aspirations of both peoples and is originated from their common memories, it said. 

http://www.marinelink.com/news/review-begins-sydney359495.aspx
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While trade was booming politically the China-ASEAN ties were stuck with the 
growing discard over the South China Sea disputes between China and four of the 
ASEAN countries, Vietnam, Philippines, Malaysia and Brunei. 

China claims sovereignty over all most all of South China Sea. It goes with the 
historical trend that China proposed building China-ASEAN community and 
developing the new MSR, the report said. The MSR idea followed last month's efforts 
by China to revive the ancient Silk Road, the trade route that existed 2,000 years 
ago connecting China Xi'an city, Gansu Province and Xinjiang with Central and 
Western Asia and Mediterranean. The Silk Road is not only a trade route, but also a 
route of culture and peace. 

Source: Business Standard, 6 October 

Chinese FM Spokesman Refutes Japanese Concerns over Maritime Security 

A Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman rejected concerns raised by the Japanese 
side on the so-called maritime security and China's maritime activities. Qin Gang 
made the remarks when asked by press ahead of the 21st informal economic 
leaders' meeting of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) in the Indonesian 
resort island of Bali. During an informal breakfast meeting of foreign ministers from 
APEC's sovereign members, Japan's Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida reportedly 
raised concerns over maritime security and China's maritime activities. Qin said 
China's Vice Foreign Minister Li Baodong responded at the scene that the APEC is 
an economic and trade cooperation forum, holding the tradition for many years of not 
introducing issues concerning political security and sensitive disputes. An individual 
country made the hype solely for its own political objectives, which cannot be 
accepted by others and is doomed to fail, Qin quoted Li as saying. Qin said there 
has been no problem with the freedom of navigation and maritime security in the 
region. The Chinese government always adheres to the position that the maritime 
security of all the countries should be safeguarded. China has vigorously participated 
in maritime security cooperation in the region, which is clear for all to see, he said. 
The hype of the so-called maritime security issue is not conducive to the true efforts 
of safeguarding navigational freedom and security, Qin said. 

Source: Xinhua, 6 October 

Navy SEAL Team Attacks Somali Terrorist Stronghold 

A US Navy SEAL team attacked members of the al-Qaeda affiliate, Al-Shabaab, 
whom they located in Somalia in retaliation for the recent terror attack on Kenya‘s 
capital city Nairobi, according to Jennifer Griffin, the national security correspondent 
at Fox News Channel. The SEAL team killed an unidentified terrorist, whom many 
believe is Ahmed Abdi Godane, a/k/a ―Abu Zubeyr,‖ the leader of Al-Shabaab, during 
the surprise attack of their hideout in the town of Barawe, on Somalia‘s seacoast in 
dawn raid. According to a former member of US Special Forces, the attack had been 
planned after the Nairobi attack and the goal was to capture or kill the leader of Al-
Shabaab. The US officials said it was unclear whether the SEAL team‘s target was 
taken alive or killed, according to Griffin‘s FNC report. According to an Examiner 
news story: 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/china-plans-maritime-silk-road-with-asean-nations-report-113100600426_1.html
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/china/2013-10/06/c_132775165.htm
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In the aftermath of the shocking Westgate Mall attack, the practically unknown 
commander of Somalia‘s Muslim terrorist group Al-Shabaab threatened to spill more 
blood in his organisation‘s quest to cause Kenyan military members to cross the 
border back into Kenya, according to Morris Kirkley, a former police intelligence 
analyst and counterterrorism expert. In an audiotaped message sent to media 
organisations in the Middle East and North Africa, Ahmed Abdi Godane, the face and 
voice of the al-Qaeda affiliate in Somalia, admitted that his minions launched the 
shockingly bloody attack on the Westgate Shopping Mall in Nairobi as vengeance for 
Kenya‘s military presence in southern Somalia and its role in helping the African 
Union fight Islamist terrorism. 

Source: Eurasia Review, 6 October 

Antony to Induct Aircraft Carrier INS Vikramaditya into Navy Next Month 

The long-delayed aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya will be 
inducted into Indian Navy by Defence Minister AK Antony 
during his Russia visit slated between 15-17 November 2013. 
After a delay of around five years, 45,000-ton aircraft carrier is 
expected to be handed over to the Navy on November 15 in 
Russia, where it is presently undergoing refit. "The Defence 
Minister is expected to induct the warship into the Indian Navy 

during his visit for the Indo-Russian Inter-Governmental Commission for Military and 
Technical Cooperation meeting now expected to be held in November," sources said 
here. The visit was earlier scheduled to take place in the third week of October but 
was put off by the Ministry. Vikramaditya, formerly known as Admiral Gorshkov, has 
completed all its trials in the last two months in the Barents Sea and the White Sea 
after a delay of around five years on several counts. Once inducted, it will be the 
second aircraft carrier in the Navy after INS Viraat, giving a strategic advantage in 
the Indian Ocean. Vikramaditya, which was scheduled to be delivered in 2008, was 
supposed to have been handed over to India on December 4, 2012, but sea trials in 
September that year revealed the ship's boilers were not fully functional. It then 
returned to the shipyard for fixing of the problems that were detected during the sea 
trials. 

The two countries had signed the USD 947 million 
Gorshkov deal in 2004. The deal amount was revised 
later to USD 2.3 billion. The induction of Vikramaditya, 
which is expected to reach India in January 2014 and 
will be berthed at the Karwar naval base, will bolster 
India's maritime prowess in the region. The Navy also 
has plans of inducting the Indigenous Aircraft Carrier, 
which is likely to join operational service around 2018-
19. During the Russia visit of the Defence Minister, India is also expected to finalise 
several important deals including a proposal to procure over 200 T-90 tanks. The 
meeting of the IR-IGCMTC is held every alternate year in India and Russia where 
future cooperation in defence matters between the two sides is decided. The two 
sides are expected to discuss a number of deals including the issues relating to the 
on-going Fifth Generation Fighter Aircraft (FGFA), being developed by Russia jointly 
with Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL). India is also likely to address Russia's 

http://www.eurasiareview.com/06102013-navy-seal-team-attacks-somali-terrorist-stronghold%E2%80%8F-oped/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+eurasiareview%2FVsnE+%28Eurasia+Review%29
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unhappiness over India's perceived inclination towards the American weapon 
systems for meeting its defence requirements. However, Russian-origin equipment 
still forms over 60% of the inventory in the three Services due to the strong long-
standing military ties between the two sides. 

Source: India Today, 6 October 

Trilateral Statement on Maritime Disputes Seen as Targeting China 

A joint statement by the United States, Japan and 
Australia opposing "coercive unilateral actions" in East 
China Sea territorial disputes is being seen as aimed 
squarely at Beijing. The statement issued after a three-
way meeting on the side-lines of the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Co-operation forum summit was the fruit of 
Japan's efforts to rally support in the dispute over the 

Diaoyu, or Senkaku, islands, analysts said. US Secretary of State John Kerry, 
Japanese Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida and Australian Foreign Minister Julie 
Bishop met on the side-lines of the APEC summit in Bali. Although the statement did 
not name China, it highlighted the East and South China seas, where Beijing has 
been engaged in several tense territorial disputes. 

The three countries "opposed any coercive unilateral actions that could change the 
status quo in the East China Sea", the statement said. They stressed "the 
importance of efforts to reduce tensions and to avoid miscalculations or accidents". 
The statement also "affirmed the importance of peace and stability, respect for 
international law, unimpeded trade and freedom of navigation in the South China 
Sea". Professor Zhuang Jianzhong, deputy director of Shanghai Jiaotong 
University's Centre for National Strategy Studies, said he believed Japan played a 
leading role in coming up with the statement. "The joint statement obviously targets 
China even though it deliberately avoided naming China or 'Diaoyus'," he said. 

The same three nations once considered a military alliance similar to NATO in the 
Asia-Pacific region as a way to contain China's rise, Zhuang noted. He pointed out 
that none of the countries in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations wanted to 
offend China openly by joining the Japanese cause. Japan's Kyodo News reported 
that Kishida had reiterated Tokyo's concern over increased Chinese naval activity in 
the East and South China seas at the APEC ministerial meeting. Liu Jiangyong, an 
international relations professor at Tsinghua University, said: "Japan is going to 
interfere in China's territorial dispute with its neighbours … citing 'freedom of 
navigation', but it has chosen the wrong tactics in this issue." 

Source: South China Morning Post, 6 October 

PLA Building Underground Submarine Base: Japanese Media 

China is not only building an aircraft carrier base but is also 
establishing an underground submarine facility off Hainan 
Island, reports Tokyo's Mainichi Shimbun. Other nations with 
interests in the contested waters of the South China Sea, 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/ins-vikramaditya-indian-navy-defence-minister-a-k-antony-admiral-gorskhov-russia/1/313364.html
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/1325451/trilateral-statement-maritime-disputes-seen-targeting-china
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including Vietnam and the Philippines, are also strengthening their naval power 
through purchasing new ships, the paper said. The Vietnam People's Air Force has 
begun to patrol the airspace of the disputed Spratly islands, while President Benigno 
Aquino III of the Philippines has declared that the country will invest around US$1.8 
billion to modernise its navy. As the People's Liberation Army has a budget of around 
US$100 billion a year, the Philippines is unable to keep up with China's maritime 
development by itself. According to reports, Japan — which is also locked in a 
territorial dispute with China in the East China Sea — will provide 10 retired patrol 
vessels to the Philippine Coast Guard. Meanwhile, to counter the PLA Navy's 
expansion into the Indian Ocean, the Indian Navy is continuing construction of its 
indigenous submarine after INS Vikrant, the nation's first domestic carrier, was 
launched in August. As the PLA Navy currently has 270 advanced warships in 
service, the US Navy plays a critical role in the region, recently deploying Littoral 
Combat Ships to Singapore to counter China's rising naval power. The Spratly 
islands are contested territory in the South China Sea. The group of more than 750 
reefs, islets, atolls, cays and islands are claimed in whole or in part by China, 
Vietnam, the Philippines, Brunei, Malaysia and Taiwan. 

Source: Want China Times, 7 October 

S. Korea Defends Maritime Drill with US Aircraft Carrier as Defensive 

South Korea's Defence Ministry justified the scheduled joint maritime drills with a US 
aircraft carrier as the one of defensive nature, saying that it was nothing that 
deserved to be blamed by the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK). "The 
maritime training between South Korea, the US and Japan is a humanitarian training 
exercise to search and rescue private ships that meet with a disaster," Defence 
Ministry spokesman Kim Min-seok told a press briefing. Kim said that the trilateral 
exercise has nothing to be, or deserved to be, blamed by the DPRK, adding that 
Pyongyang's condemnation of the drill was wrong. US aircraft carrier USS George 
Washington arrived in the South Korean port city of Busan to conduct joint maritime 
drills with Seoul and Tokyo in waters off the southern coast of the Korean Peninsula 
for three days. 

The 97,000-ton, nuclear-powered super-carrier entered Busan, some 450 kilometres 
south of the country's capital Seoul, along with guided-missile cruiser USS Antietam 
CG-54 and guided-missile destroyer USS Preble DDG 88. Spokesman Kim noted 
that the aircraft carrier and its colleague warships were to exercise together as the 
group was loading a number of aircrafts that can help search and rescue wrecked 
ships effectively. The super-carrier is capable of loading some 70 units of fighter jet, 
anti-submarine helicopter and early warning aircraft. Meanwhile, Pyongyang raised 
the pitch of its criticism against the South Korean government, blasting the joint 
defence strategy signed between Seoul and Washington. Defence chiefs of South 
Korea and the United States singed the so-called "Tailored Deterrence Strategy" that 
will allow the allies to take pre-emptive strikes against possible threats of the DPRK's 
nuclear weapons with all possible military capabilities such as the American nuclear 
umbrella, conventional strikes and missile defence system. 

The DPRK's Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of Korea said that the joint 
defence strategy would destroy dialogue and peace process, while escalating 

http://www.wantchinatimes.com/news-subclass-cnt.aspx?cid=1101&MainCatID=11&id=20131007000055
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military tensions on the Korean Peninsula. The committee slammed South Korean 
President Park Geun-hye, saying that Park urged the DPRK to dismantle its nuclear 
program when Seoul signed the joint defence strategy and disclosed its intention to 
make a nuclear strike against the DPRK. The committee criticised President Park by 
her name, saying that "Park Geun-hye and her cohorts" should act prudently and 
accept Pyongyang's criticism. The DPRK's Policy Department of the National 
Defence Commission (NDC) said that if "Park Geun-hye and her cohorts" seek 
ruthlessly to dismantle Pyongyang's nuclear program and subvert its regime in 
collusion with foreign power under the pretext of causing changes in the DPRK, it 
would equal to "digging its own grave." It was the third time for the DPRK to 
denounce President Park by name since she took office in February. The latest 
occurred in July. 

Source: Xinhua, 7 October 

Maritime Status Quo Statement Irks China 

The Chinese Foreign Ministry denounced a joint statement issued by Japan, the 
United States and Australia condemning any attempt to change the status quo in the 
East China Sea by ―coercive or unilateral actions.‖ ―Even though (the three 
countries) are allies, they should not use this to interfere in disputes of territorial 
sovereignty,‖ Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying said in a 
statement released. China is observing a weeklong holiday that began with National 
Day on Oct. 1. Hua was reacting to a joint statement issued by the foreign ministers 
of Japan, the United States and Australia, who met in Bali and expressed concern 
about China‘s increasing naval assertiveness. ―(The ministers) opposed any coercive 
or unilateral actions that could change the status quo in the East China Sea,‖ the 
joint statement said, without naming any specific country. Japan and China have 
been locked in a dispute over the sovereignty of a group of uninhabited islets in the 
East China Sea. While Japan exercises control over the Senkaku islets, known in 
China as Diaoyu and in Taiwan as Tiaoyutai, Chinese Coast Guard vessels have 
repeatedly sailed into Japan‘s territorial waters around the territory. In their 
statement, the foreign ministers of Japan, the US and Australia also called for 
―efforts to reduce tensions and to avoid miscalculations or accidents in the East 
China Sea, including by improving marine communications.‖ 

Source: The Japan Times, 7 October 

Japan, Vietnam to Tighten Maritime Relations amid China Threat 

Japan and Vietnam agreed to promote maritime security cooperation between the 
two countries, apparently in response to increasingly assertive naval activities by 
China. Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and Vietnamese President Truong Tan 
Sang met on the sidelines of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum summit in 
Bali, Indonesia. They also shared the goal of encouraging more Japanese 
companies to invest in Vietnam for the country's economic development. Japan "has 
been concerned about (unilateral attempts) to change the status quo by force," Abe 
told San, according to one of the officials, apparently referring to China's naval 
activities that have led to its territorial rows with other Asian countries, including 
Japan and Vietnam, in the East and South China Sea. San agreed with Abe, saying 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/world/2013-10/07/c_132776830.htm
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2013/10/07/national/maritime-status-quo-statement-irks-china/#.Uly999KnpK0
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that such disputes must be resolved in accordance with international law, the official 
added. On the economy, Abe said Japan will further cooperate with Vietnam in 
improving the business environment in the country and promote additional 
investment by Japanese firms. He also promised Japan's support in developing 
human resources in Vietnam. Abe asked San to keep pressing North Korea to help 
resolve the issue of that country's past abductions of Japanese citizens, which has 
prevented Tokyo and Pyongyang from normalising relations. San said Vietnam, 
which has diplomatic ties with the North, understands Japan's position, the officials 
said. 

Source: Global Times, 7 October 

Delivery of Vessels to Navy to be delayed 

The commissioning of the Indian Navy‘s high-end vessels, slated for this year-end, is 
likely to be delayed following prolonged labour unrest at the Bharati Shipyard 
Limited‘s (BSL) ship building yard here. BSL, helped by its reputation for the speedy 
completion and delivery of large offshore vessels, had edged out its competitor ABG 
Shipyards Limited to bag orders to deliver as many as six vessels to the Indian Navy, 
according to the company‘s financial results published on its website. Four of these 
vessels were being built at BSL‘s second Greenfield Yard (after Dabhol) in 
Tannirubhavi.  

About 700 labourers have not been not attending work for 20 days and 32 
contractors are threatening a lock-out over non-payment of dues since January. The 
result: the shipyard‘s prospects of honouring its contract and delivering vessels on 
schedule to the Indian Navy and Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) appear bleak. 

Bharati Shipyard Contractors Association president Deviprasad Shetty said since 
January, the BSL owed them Rs 6.32 crore. ―The irregularity in payment began from 
October 2011, two years after its launch,‖ Shetty told reporters at Patrika Bhavan. 
They stopped work once in March 2012, subsequently in August 2012 and again in 
July 2013. ―Following assurances of payment by BSL managing Director Vijay 
Kumar, we withdrew the strike and increased our labour force to 4,500 labourers,‖ he 
said. ―We worked overtime to ensure that two offshore vessels were delivered on 
time (in June 2012 and March 2013),‖ Shetty said. When BSL went back on its 
assurances, the contractors had no option but to stop work from July 6. 

Following the Labour Department‘s intervention, BSL Mangalore Shipyard head V 
Sequeira released a payment of Rs 3,000 per labourer to the contractor on August 
14. ―Yet, payments for many contractors are pending since January,‖ Shetty said and 
added that their memoranda submitted to CM Siddaramaiah, Labour Minister P T 
Parameshwara Naik, Law Minister T B Jayachandra, Dakshina Kannada DC N 
Prakash and MLAs in Mangalore got no response. BSCA vice-president Devraj 
Fernandes said the plight of 22 contractors and their labourers from other states was 
unbearable. Work on four vessels for the Navy and two more vessels were being 
done with the company‘s 150 labourers. 

Source: The New Indian Express, 8 October 

http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/kyodo-news-international/131007/japan-vietnam-tighten-maritime-relations-amid-china-th
http://newindianexpress.com/states/karnataka/Delivery-of-vessels-to-navy-to-be-delayed/2013/10/08/article1824660.ece
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Indonesia to Boost Patrols Against People Smugglers 

Indonesia will deploy its navy's latest maritime patrol aircraft to monitor people 
smuggling activity along southern coastal areas. Defence Minister Purnomo 
Yusgiantoro made the announcement, saying the patrols are part of agreements 
between President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and Australian Prime Minister Tony 
Abbott. Abbott was on his first trip outside Australia since taking office four weeks 
ago. His Liberal National Party coalition defeated the Labour Party to win a majority 
victory in national elections. People smuggling issues were high on the agenda for 
both countries during Abbott's visit, The Jakarta Post reported. Australia's 
Department of Immigration estimated that up to July, 218 boats had already 
transported more than 15,000 asylum seekers to the country's waters this year. In all 
of last year, 278 boats transported about 17,200 people, a sharp increase from 134 
boats that carried more than 6,500 people in 2010. 

The Post reported Purnomo said many of the boats don't stop along Indonesia's 
coast, but cross Indonesian waters on their way to Australia's Indian Ocean territory 
of Christmas Island. "We will track their routes to make sure that they haven't sailed 
from any of the islands in Indonesia and [we will] block their movements," Purnomo 
said. He was speaking at the handing-over ceremony of the first CN-235 maritime 
patrol aircraft at the military base in Bandung, the capital of West Java province on 
the island of Java. The aircraft are being built by the Indonesian state-owned 
aerospace business PT Dirgantara Indonesia. PTDI was awarded a contract in 2009 
for three of the high-winged, turboprop CN-235 aircraft for use by the Indonesian 
navy. Spanish aircraft maker EADS CASA and Dirgantara formed a joint venture, 
Aircraft Technology -- AirTech -- to develop the CN-235 aircraft in two variants for 
civil and military use. PTDI will deliver the remaining two aircraft to navy in 
December and February. 

Abbott was elected partly on a platform of getting tougher with asylum seekers 
arriving by boat and seeks more cooperation with Asian neighbours, including 
Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand. During his visit to Indonesia, Abbott reiterated his 
government's get-tough policy, including his party's Operation Sovereign Borders in 
which the 12 agencies involved in border protection are coming under the command 
of a single three-star military commander. "The government of Australia takes a very 
dim view ... of anyone seeking to use our country as a platform for grandstanding 
against Indonesia. We will do everything that we possibly can to discourage this and 
prevent this," he said. Details of any changes in people smuggling and asylum boat 
transfer policies between Australia and Indonesia are being discussed by Australian 
Immigration Minister Scott Morrison and his Indonesian counterpart, Djoko Suyanto. 

An Indonesian Immigration spokesman told the Post Indonesia's immigration 
detention canters were overcrowded and a large number have been community 
houses. 

"Apart from the migrants detained in detention canters, we also had around 2,028 
migrants at community houses across Indonesia as of August," he said. Indonesia's 
immigration offices across the country have been conducting public awareness 
campaigns to encourage local people to report suspected undocumented migrants in 
their neighbourhoods, the spokesman said. Australia came under harsh criticism last 
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month after a boat of Indonesian asylum seekers floundered off Indonesia's south 
Java coast. The tragedy left as many as 50 people, including 30 children, dead or 
missing, the Australian Broadcasting Corp. reported at the time. Australian officials 
dismissed claims by asylum seekers that it took 24 hours for authorities to respond 
to the tragedy. Australian coast guard officials said it sent out rescue vessels 
immediately it was contacted. 

Source: UPI, 8 October 

Aquino Sees Solution to Maritime Dispute 

President Benigno Aquino III is optimistic that a 
solution to the long-standing territorial dispute 
over the West Philippine Sea (South China 
Sea) between China and several Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) member 
countries, including the Philippines, is closer to 
being achieved now more than ever.  

―Meetings are now being held to formulate the 
Code of Conduct (COC), in the South China 

Sea‖ said Aquino as he noted that this latest development comes only 10 years after 
the 2002 Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea (DOC) was 
agreed upon by ASEAN and China. ―Now, how to find ways to swiftly arrive at a 
legally-binding and agreed upon COC is at the forefront of everybody‘s minds.‖ 

―All sides are now more conscious not to do things that will only complicate the 
situation,‖ he added. However, the President told reporters covering his attendance 
to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (v) Summit here that although the 
concerned parties are now more seriously focused on the need to draft a COC, hard 
work was still needed in order for peace in the West Philippine Sea to reign. ―I am 
not saying that the signing of a Code of Conduct is near,‖ the President said.  

―But everybody is convinced that this should be immediately discussed because this 
is the solution to the dispute over islands and foundations in the West Philippine 
Sea.‖ The first official consultation on the COC was held last month in Suzhou, 
Jiangsu Province senior officials from all ASEAN member countries and China 
agreed to continue official consultations on the COC on a regular basis, and make 
regular reports to ASEAN and Chinese foreign ministers. 

Frequent Meetings Agreed 

In addition, all parties also agreed that senior officials and the ASEAN-China Joint 
Working Group shall hold more frequent meetings on the COC. Finally, they also 
considered a work plan for the Implementation of the DOC for 2014, which included 
cooperative projects on its implementation. Four of the 10-member ASEAN nations 
are claimants to the resource-rich region that Beijing claims in whole. Aside from the 
Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia and Brunei Darussalam also have claims on the 
territories. 

http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Special/2013/10/08/Indonesia-to-boost-patrols-against-people-smugglers/UPI-89631381226520/
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APEC: US, China Tussle For Trade Dominance 

Meanwhile, the United States stepped up efforts to reinforce its economic might in 
the Asia-Pacific at a regional leaders‘ summit in Indonesia amid warnings from an 
increasingly bold China. The two-day Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
event at a five-star resort on the tropical island of Bali is aimed at breaking down 
trade barriers among all 21-member economies, but rival agendas by the world 
powers have overshadowed the talks. Filling in for US President Barack Obama, 
Secretary of State John Kerry has lobbied for the quick signing of a mega free trade 
pact grouping 12 APEC nations but not China and summit host Indonesia. 

Modern Rules Needed 

―We need modern rules for a changing road, rules that keep pace with the speed of 
today‘s markets,‖ Kerry said in a speech on the side-lines of the summit that was in 
large part a hard-sell for the planned Trans-Pacific Partnership. Kerry was set to 
meet the leaders of the 11 other nations involved in the TPP in a bid to hit an 
against-the-odds deadline set by Obama for a deal by the end of this year. The 
United States has championed the TPP as setting ―gold standards‖ to deal with 
complex changes to the 21st-century economy, such as how to police cloud 
computing and patents. But China and even some developing nations included in the 
TPP have expressed concern that it will set down trade rules primarily benefiting the 
richest countries and most powerful firms. 

China’s Commitment 

―China will commit itself to building a trans-Pacific regional cooperation framework 
that benefits all parties,‖ Chinese President Xi Jinping said in a speech following 
Kerry at the APEC business forum. ―We should enhance coordination… deepen 
regional integration and avoid the spaghetti bowl effect so as to build closer 
partnerships across the Pacific.‖ Xi‘s comments were interpreted in China‘s state-run 
media as direct criticism of the TPP. 

―The Trans-Pacific Partnership, featuring confidential talks and the highest free trade 
standard beyond mere lower tariffs, is widely considered a new step for the US to 
dominate the economy in the Asia-Pacific region,‖ the China Daily newspaper said in 
a front-page report on Xi‘s speech. Indonesia also signalled its irritation at the huge 
focus on TPP at the APEC summit, shunting the planned meeting of the 12 nations 
involved to a hotel outside the official venue. ―We mind actually, and one of the 
reasons, at the very least, is we don‘t want any coverage that will overshadow 
APEC,‖ an Indonesian government official told, when asked about why the TPP 
countries had been told to meet outside. 

Source: Manila Bulletin, 9 October 

Territorial and Maritime Dispute between Nicaragua and Colombia 

Colombia and Nicaragua have long been locked in a territorial 
dispute over a group of islands and their surrounding waters, 
and now Nicaragua's Ambassador to Tehran Antonio Barquero 

http://www.mb.com.ph/aquino-sees-solution-to-maritime-dispute/
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Baltadano says that his country has filed a second complaint to the International 
Court of Justice to force Colombia to accept its first ruling. 

What follows is Fars News Agency's interview with His Excellency 
Ambassador Antonio Barquero over the case. 

How did this controversy between Nicaragua and Colombia start? 

Since the independence of Nicaragua in 1821, Colombia has taken possession of 
the islands of San Andres and Providencia and the entire archipelago. Moreover, it 
has also declared as Colombian territory the entire Nicaragua Caribbean coast, then 
known as the Mosquitia or Mosquito Coast. Something that Nicaragua has protested 
since the very beginning. 

In this context, the governments of Nicaragua and Colombia signed a treaty on 
March 24, 1928, in which the South American country recognised the sovereignty of 
Nicaragua over the Mosquito Coast and Nicaragua recognised the sovereignty of 
Colombia over the Archipelago of San Andres, Providencia and Santa Catalina. 

But this treaty was endorsed held under the military occupation of the US troops, that 
stayed in Nicaragua form 1926 to 1933 (a total of 7 years), that is when Sandino was 
fighting against foreign invasion and intervention. Under such circumstances 
Nicaragua was forced to sign the treaty. And Colombia decided that the maritime 
borders between the two nations stand at the meridian 87. 

In 1980, with the Sandinista Revolution, President Ortega declared the treaty as null 
and void, and decided to go to The International Court in The Hague with the 
following arguments: 

1. San Andres, Providencia, and Santa Catalina and all the archipelago is on the 
continental Shelf of Nicaragua. 

2. The treaty was signed under foreign military occupation. 

For 11 years Nicaragua and Colombia have had this dispute in the Court. On the 
19th of November, 2012, the Court issued its ruling and stated that the islands are of 
Colombian sovereignty, but the meridian 87 is not border line, and that Nicaragua 
has the right to extend it maritime border up to 200 nautical miles. This was defined 
by the Court in paragraph 251 of its Judgment on 19 November 2012 in the case 
known as 'Territorial and Maritime Dispute (Nicaragua v. Colombia)'. 

Although the islands were lost, President Ortega, as a serious statesman and 
respectful of the international law immediately accepted the ruling of the Court, and 
invited President Santos to form negotiation committees on the basis of the 
judgment. 

Why do you think Colombia is standing against the ICJ ruling? 

President Santos is using this to gain popularity because he is seeking to be re-
elected. President Santos argues that he cannot accept the Court's ruling because it 
is against the Constitution of Colombia. But this is absurd because no constitution 
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can be above the international law, otherwise, the world would be in chaos. The 
Vienna Convention on treaties makes it clear that a constitutional provision cannot 
be an argument for ignoring international resolutions. 

The other reason stated by the Colombian president for rejecting the ICJ ruling is 
that he says it violates the rights of the islanders. President Ortega has been very 
clear that he will grant permission to the fishermen, who traditionally have fished for 
survival; industrial fishing must ask permission to fish in territorial waters of 
Nicaragua. 

President Santos also says that the ruling goes against the provisions of the 
UNESCO that gives Colombia the administration of the marine reserve "seaflowei'. 
That can be managed by both countries. President Santos, not only ignores the 
Court's ruling, he uses a disrespectful language, not worthy of a head of state, and 
he ensures that Nicaragua is an expansionist country. 

In response, President Ortega has said: 

"This is a matter of law it is not a matter of expansionism ... 
expansionism is imposed by force, by blackmail, whereas 
here we are talking that we both agreed to go before a Judge, 
therefore we are forced to acknowledge the judge's ruling. 
That is the reality." 

President Santos is being badly advised, we hope that he might reflect and 
reconsider (his stance) because his act only harms Colombia. 

What has been Nicaragua's latest move in this regard? 

On the 16th of September this year, Nicaragua submitted to the Court a new 
proceeding against Colombia. So the Court may define the delimitation of the 
borders between Nicaragua and Colombia, beyond the 200-nautical-mile. Nicaragua 
is requesting the Court (1) to determine the precise course of the border in 
accordance with the principles and rules of the international law, and (2) indicate the 
rights and duties of the two States in relation to the overlapping areas. 

Source: FARS News, 9 October 

Kerry Presses China, Neighbours on Maritime Issues 

US Secretary of State John Kerry is in Brunei for meetings with top officials from 
China and its smaller Southeast Asian neighbours, in which he will urge all countries 
to cool tensions over territorial disputes in the South China Sea. Kerry will make the 
case in discussions with China‘s prime minister and the leaders of the 10 members 
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations. US officials said Kerry would call on 
the Chinese to accept a binding code of conduct to govern maritime behaviour until 
disputes with the ASEAN states are resolved. Kerry has added an ‗‗informal 
meeting‘‘ with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov to his schedule, according to 
a senior US official. They are expected to discuss Syria and Iran. This will be their 
second meeting in three days; they met at a different Asia-Pacific summit in 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920716001548
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Indonesia. Kerry is filling in at the summits for President Barack Obama, who had to 
cancel his participation due to the government shutdown in Washington. 

One senior official traveling with Kerry said he would he encouraging the ASEAN 
countries to continue to work ‗‗for enhanced coherence and unity‘‘ among 
themselves to bolster their position with China in negotiating a code of conduct. 
China has bristled at what it sees as US interference in its backyard and has only 
reluctantly agreed to open consultations with ASEAN on a code of conduct. It has 
also lobbied some ASEAN members hard to prevent a consensus on the matter. The 
US weighed in on the issue during Obama‘s first term, when Washington announced 
it had a national security interest in keeping the world‘s busiest commercial sea 
lanes open and peacefully resolving competing territorial claims based on freedom of 
navigation. The US official said the United States and ASEAN are now in ‗‗violent 
agreement‘‘ on the principles of freedom of navigation and negotiated settlements to 
the territorial disputes. 

Source: Boston, 9 October 

India Tracking China-Pak Joint Naval Training 

A Pakistani navy proposal to hold joint naval exercises with China, involving the 
special forces of the two countries, is being closely tracked by the Indian military 
establishment, a senior government official said. Pakistan has made a proposal to 
China to get their marine forces to conduct exercises annually, with the first edition to 
be conducted next year in the Arabian Sea. The proposal comes at a time when 
China is expanding its naval powers to waters dominated by the Indian Navy, raising 
hackles in New Delhi. A senior navy officer said the development could have ―long-
term implications‖ for India and was being monitored. ―We are aware of it and 
working on measures to counter it,‖ he said. The Pakistani and Chinese navies have 
conducted joint exercises in the past, but this is the first time they are looking at 
creating an institutionalised mechanism for deepening the engagement between 
their special forces. 

The proposed exercises will coincide with China kicking off the first sea patrols of its 
new strategic missile submarines equipped with JL-2 missiles next year, a symbol of 
Beijing‘s growing craving for naval supremacy. India‘s first nuclear-powered 
submarine, Arihant, will also kick off deterrent patrols, armed with nuclear warheads, 
in 2014. It will complete the sea-leg of India‘s nuclear triad --- ability to launch 
strategic weapons from land, air and sea, giving it enduring nuclear strike and 
counter-strike capabilities. New Delhi is wary of the Chinese navy building up 
―expeditionary maritime capabilities‖ in the form of nuclear-powered submarines and 
area denial weapons (anti-ship ballistic missiles) with deployment focus in the Indian 
Ocean Region (IOR). 

An increasing number of Chinese submarines venturing into the IOR --- at least 22 
contacts were recorded with vessels suspected to be Chinese attack submarines last 
year--- pose a grave danger to India's security interests, a classified defence ministry 
document had revealed in April, as reported by HT. The proposed joint exercises 
between Pakistan and China will come on the heels of China‘s first aircraft carrier 
Liaoning, which was bought as scrap from Ukraine, completing critical sea trials last 

http://www.boston.com/news/world/asia/2013/10/09/kerry-presses-china-neighbors-maritime-issues/GYq10Q4EYJRvnpmzLt82WM/story.html
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month. ―The Chinese navy is on the cusp of an important transformation, and 
Pakistan wants to benefit from it,‖ said another navy officer. 

Source: Hindustan Times, 9 October 

Japan to Cooperate with Australia, New Zealand in Maritime Security 

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe agreed with Australian Prime Minister Tony 
Abbott and New Zealand Prime Minister John Key to cooperate in maritime security 
amid China's growing willingness to claim territorial interests in regional waters. In 
separate meetings by Abe with Abbott and Key in Brunei, it was agreed China's 
territorial disputes with some ASEAN nations in the South China Sea need to be 
resolved in accordance with international law, while the leaders also confirmed plans 
to cooperate in maintaining stability in the Asia-Pacific region, Japanese officials 
said. 

The Japanese and Australian leaders also agreed to further promote cooperation 
among Japan, Australia and the United States in the security and defence areas, 
following a meeting where the foreign ministers of the three countries discussed 
issues of common concern, including China's maritime assertiveness. Abe and 
Abbott also confirmed plans to strengthen economic ties between the two countries 
through a bilateral free trade agreement and the proposed Trans-Pacific Partnership 
free trade agreement, according to the officials. At his meeting with Abe, New 
Zealand's Key expressed hope to deepen cooperation between the two countries in 
anti-disaster efforts as both countries suffered large earthquakes in 2011. The 
bilateral meetings were held on the side-lines of a series of summits related to the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations in Brunei. On the fringes Abe also held 
bilateral talks with Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei and Philippine President 
Benigno Aquino, and also had chat with Thai Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra. 

Source: Global Post, 9 October 

Improved Nigerian Maritime Surveillance and Response Cuts Crude Oil Theft 
and Piracy 

Piracy, crude oil theft and other illegal operations in 
Nigeria‘s maritime environment are a major source of 
revenue leakage and the Nigerian Navy (NN) has put 
measures in place to ensure this sector of the 
national economy is properly protected. In the first 
seven months of this year it has seized 25 vessels 
suspected of involvement in crude oil theft and 
bunkering. That the Nigerian military has to provide 
protection to more than 5 700 oil wells, 9 717 km of 

pipeline, 112 flow stations, 16 gas plants and 126 floating platforms in the country‘s 
maritime environment underscores the need for adequate maritime security a 
statement said. The Nigerian maritime arm of service is employing a three-pronged 
approach based on the first NN Strategic Guidance (SG-01) policy issued last 
October. It defines deliverables including the elimination of piracy, sea robbery and 
crude oil theft. Surveillance is the first priority, which has seen NN regional maritime 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/newdelhi/india-tracking-china-pak-joint-naval-training/article1-1133089.aspx
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/kyodo-news-international/131009/japan-cooperate-australia-new-zealand-maritime-securit
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awareness facilities installed along the Nigerian coastline to ensure adequate 
electronic surveillance of the nation‘s coastal areas. 

A response initiative involving deployments of boats and/or vessels to 
interrogate/arrest suspicious vessels picked up by electronic surveillance is the 
second step in the SG-01 policy. ―To improve response capability, naval presence 
and deterrence, the NN carried out force restructuring which included the creation of 
an additional operational Command, new forward operating bases (FOBs), outposts, 
coastal observation posts and flying units among others for increased reach to 
counter crude oil theft and piracy,‖ the statement continues. ―Equally, the NN asset 
recapitalisation drive has resulted in acquisition of seaward defence boats and other 
mixes of platforms, helicopters and support facilities to enforce its statutory 
responsibilities. Two new offshore patrol vessels (OPVs) are under construction in 
China to boost the fleet. It should be noted that for capacity building one of the OPVs 
will be built in China and the other will be completed in Nigeria. For maintenance and 
ensuring availability of platforms, the upgrading of ship support and repair facilities is 
also being carried out by the NN. All these have greatly enhanced NN response 
initiative capabilities.‖ The third SG-01 step sees suspects handed to the Economic 
and Financial Crime Commission, the country‘s Security and Civil Defence Corps 
and the Nigeria Police for prosecution. The need for and result of improved maritime 
surveillance and response is illustrated by the fact that 968 crude oil tankers 
successfully lifted more than 82 million metric tons of crude oil on behalf of the 
Nigerian federal government between January and September this year without a 
single successful attack by sea robbers or pirates. 

Source: Defence Web, 9 October 

Abbott Backs South China Sea Code of Conduct 

Prime Minister Tony Abbott has been 
holding talks with leaders of Japan and 
other countries at the East Asia summit in 
Brunei. The summit is the climax of almost 
a week of top-level meetings in the region 
which began in Bali at the annual gathering 
of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
group. The East Asia meeting brings 
together members of the Association of 

South East Asian Nations, ASEAN, and other countries including the United States, 
New Zealand and Russia. One key issue on the agenda in Brunei has been rival 
territorial claims in the South China Sea, which is believed to hold vast deposits of oil 
and natural gas and is regarded as a potential military flashpoint. China claims most 
of the South China Sea, including waters near the coasts of its neighbours. The 
Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia and Brunei -- all ASEAN members -- have competing 
claims to parts of the sea. 

China has struck a friendlier tone of late, agreeing recently to discuss a code of 
conduct at sea with ASEAN aimed at preventing conflict. That's an approach being 
supported by the Australian Prime Minister. "It's very, very important. It's important 
for the whole world, not just for the countries which border on the South China Sea. 

http://www.defenceweb.co.za/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=32168:improved-nigerian-maritime-surveillance-and-response-cuts-crude-oil-theft-and-piracy&catid=108:maritime-security&Itemid=233


Page 34 of 44 

It's important for Australia. Almost 60 per cent of our trade goes through the South 
China Sea, so strategic stability is very important, and I think everyone realises that. 
I don't think there is a country represented at this conference that isn't very 
conscious of the need for continued strategic stability in the South China Sea, and 
that's why I'm very encouraged by the move towards the establishment of a code of 
conduct." Leaders in Brunei have also continued discussions they began in Bali on 
trade issues. 

Tony Abbott says more opportunities are likely to result from meetings he's held with 
leaders of China, South Korea and Japan. "All our trading partners are very 
conscious of the benefits of both of us for freer trade. Look, the universal refrain 
around the APEC leaders' table was the importance of freer trade for the prosperity 
of all our peoples, and notwithstanding the differences on other issues that are 
occasionally apparent, notwithstanding the fact that every country does tend to have 
a certain self-interest in these negotiations, by the same token, everyone accepts 
that in the end, everyone is better off, the freer trade can be." Mr Abbott's talks in 
Brunei with his Japanese counterpart, Shinzo Abe, covered progress towards a free 
trade agreement. After the talks, Mr Abbott described Japan as Australia's "best 
friend in Asia". But he's since been quick to state that Australia has close trade 
relationships with many of its neighbours. 

"The phrase that I've used on a number of occasions is that Japan is Australia's best 
friend in Asia. And that doesn't mean that we don't have other good friends. 
Obviously China is a good friend of Australia and I hope in the years to come, China 
becomes an even better friend of Australia." The Prime Minister says the overall aim 
of his talks at the East Asia and APEC summits has been to improve employment 
opportunities in Australia. "Trade and security issues are very important for our 
country because in the end, it all comes down to jobs. Jobs for Australians! That's 
what these meetings are all about. If we have more trade, we have more jobs and if 
we continue to have strategic stability in our region, we will have more trade." 

Source: SBS, 10 October 

India Advocates Stable Maritime Environment in South China Sea 

India said a stable maritime environment, including the right of passage and 
unimpeded commerce in the South China Sea in accordance with international law, 
is essential to realise the collective regional aspirations of Asian countries. 
Welcoming the commitment made by the nations concerned to resolve the SCS 
issue with a consensus, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh said, ―A stable maritime 
environment is essential to realise our collective regional aspirations.‖ ―We should 
reaffirm the principles of maritime security, including the right of passage and 
unimpeded commerce, in accordance with international law, and peaceful settlement 
of maritime disputes,‖ he said. Addressing the East Asia Summit at Brunei‘s capital 
city, Bandar Seri Begawan, Singh said: ―We welcome the collective commitment by 
the countries concerned to abide by and implement the 2002 Declaration on the 
Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea and to work towards the adoption of a 
Code of Conduct in the South China Sea on the basis of consensus. ―We also 
welcome the establishment of the Expanded ASEAN Maritime Forum for developing 

http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2013/10/10/abbott-backs-south-china-sea-code-conduct
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maritime norms that would reinforce existing international law relating to maritime 
security,‖ he added. 

Singh further said cooperative mechanisms in disaster management would not only 
fulfil a humanitarian need, but also foster broader confidence and cooperation in the 
region. ―India has initiated the process of establishing a Virtual Knowledge Centre as 
well as a network of round-the-clock Points of Contact among EAS countries. We 
hope to strengthen these initiatives further with your support. ―We should also 
strengthen efforts to counter threats of piracy, international terrorism, transnational 
crimes and drug trafficking,‖ the Prime Minister added. The issue of South China Sea 
dispute has been raised by a number of leaders at the ASEAN and East Asia 
Summits here, with the US also calling for a collective consensus to resolve the 
issue, although China is said to be against any third-party intervention on the matter. 
China claims the resource rich South China Sea, overlapping with claims from 
Taiwan, Malaysia, Brunei, the Philippines and Vietnam. The last four are members of 
ASEAN. Speaking at the EAS, Singh further said that Asia has been a late starter in 
terms of building regional architectures of cooperation. ASEAN and its partner 
countries need to ―adhere to the principles of unity, cooperation and integration‖ for 
its future successes, Singh said, while reaffirming India‘s commitment to contribute 
to this process. 

Source: The Hindu, 10 October 

Code of Conduct and South China Sea 

At the end of the leaders‘ summit in Brunei, the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations and its 
dialogue partners reportedly agreed to push for a 
code of conduct in regional waters. ASEAN 
partners include Australia, India, Japan, New 
Zealand, Russia, South Korea, US and, yes, 
China, which is claiming its surrounding waters 
including nearly the entire South China Sea. 

With its economic prosperity, China has invested 
heavily in military upgrading, and has projected its increasing defence capability over 
disputed waters. Its claim over the South China Sea leaves only a few kilometres for 
each of its neighbours to claim as territorial waters. In recent years, the Chinese 
have ventured a long way from their shores to stake a claim over areas within the 
Philippines‘ 200-mile exclusive economic zone as defined under the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea. Chinese fishermen have been among the biggest 
harvesters of endangered marine species such as sea turtles and corals. 

Unable to get a common stand from ASEAN on the issue, the Philippines earlier this 
year went to the UN for arbitration to define the country‘s maritime entitlements. A 
code of conduct agreed upon by ASEAN and its dialogue partners could ease 
tension in disputed waters while the arbitration case, opposed by China, proceeds. 
Whether the code of conduct will bind the six claimants in the disputed waters, 
however, remains to be seen. 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/india-advocates-stable-maritime-environment-in-south-china-sea/article5220735.ece
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The Asia-Pacific has been one of the world‘s most dynamic and prosperous regions 
in the past three decades. This owes a lot to the fact that the region has enjoyed 
uninterrupted peace throughout those decades. Each country in the region knows 
the dividends of peace and should contribute to its preservation and enhancement. 
Maritime territorial disputes should not threaten that peaceful environment. 

Source: The Philippine Star, 11 October 

Experts Brainstorm on Anti-Submarine Systems 

Stealth submarines capable of launching long-range missiles are a threat in any 
naval warfare scenario. Enhancing the detection capability of the anti-submarine 
warfare systems is of vital importance in such situations. Indian Navy experts and 
scientists and engineers from the Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) met to discuss the challenges in the development of airborne systems and 
sensors involved in anti-submarine warfare at a national workshop in Kochi. "Unlike 
the threats from the surface and air during any naval war, the threat that comes from 
under water, from submarines, is the most unpredictable. The biggest advantage in 
war at sea is having airborne surveillance systems mounted on aircraft or helicopters 
operating from ships," said the Indian Navy's assistant chief of naval staff (ACNS), 
Rear Admiral DM Sudan. 

Delivering the inaugural address at the workshop, he said that the Navy always 
supported indigenisation in its systems and worked closely with DRDO scientists so 
that user-inputs can be incorporated in the systems at the design development 
stage. "The helicopter-mounted dunking sonar is ideal for detecting submarines. 
Once the submarine is detected, the helicopters can launch an attack on their own or 
along with the ship. This is a big advantage against a submarine hiding in the 
waters," he said, adding that lot of progress has been made on the low frequency 
dunking sonar (LFDS) which is being developed by DRDO's Kochi-based Naval 
Physical and Oceanographic Laboratory (NPOL).  

Replying to a query on the side-lines of the workshop, Rear Admiral Sudan said that 
reorganisation of the DRDO into clusters, as recommended by the Rama Rao 
committee, will help in the laboratory-industry-services relations in the development 
of indigenous systems. Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC) director (R&D) John 
P Zacharia, in his keynote address, spoke on the need to indigenise and maintain 
the quality of every bit of the system. "All our computer systems have a micro-
processor developed by us. Just like you see the Intel processor for all MS systems, 
we have fabricated our own and named it Vikram 1601. So no company in the world 
can hold our work to ransom by denying us technology. We don't use anything from 
outside. Every bit and piece is developed by our own R&D," he said. 

Source: The Times of India, 11 October 

German Firm Set to Supply Sonar Systems for Indian Navy 

German defence firm Atlas Elektroniks is close to signing a deal with India for the 
supply of low frequency sonar systems for its warships, enabling them to detect 
enemy submarines, warships and torpedoes from a long range. The Active Towed 

http://www.philstar.com/opinion/2013/10/11/1243936/editorial-code-conduct
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-10-12/kochi/42968207_1_computer-systems-drdo-submarine
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Away Sonars (ACTAS) are intended to be mounted on six Indian Navy warships. 
These low frequency sonars with active as well as passive operating system would 
help surface vessels locate enemy submarines, torpedoes and surface ships from a 
very long range and launch attacks, company officials said here. "The formalities are 
almost over and we should be signing a contract soon," the officials said refusing to 
be identified as the agreement is still being finalised. The company with over 100 
years of experience in maritime technologies is expected to build more ACTAS 
systems later in India in partnership with Bharat Electronics under Transfer of 
Technology clause.  

ACTAS is designed to operate in deep as well as shallow waters and allows variable 
depth operations. While the country's western coast line is shallow, the sea off its 
eastern coast line is much deeper. Indian Navy has been exploring various 
possibilities to build up its capabilities which have suffered a setback due to the 
sinking of a Russian Kilo class submarine off the Mumbai coast in August. "The 
fitting of surface ships with these sonars will considerably augment the Anti-
Submarine Warfare capability in these assets. As India's fleet of submarines is 
barely modest and it will take many years before their numbers see any increase, 
fitting warships with latest ASW is the next best thing to do," sources said.  

ACTAS is the biggest sonar on surface ship and its low frequency programme could 
detect enemy warships and submarines from a long range. Company sources said it 
has a special technological edge in detecting torpedoes and its "automatic torpedo 
warning" works continuously in the background and automatically generates alerts. 
Atlas is already engaged in upgrading over 64 SUT torpedoes, which can be used 
from all Western platforms, in a deal close to 60 million Euros. It is also in the 
process of modernising the four Shishumar class submarines, bought from another 
German firm HDW, and while two of them have already undergone the upgrade, two 
others are under the process. The navy has presently 14 submarines and for all 
practical purposes not more than eight are in operation mode at one time. While 10 
of them are Russian, others were supplied by HDW. 

Source: Business Standard, 13 October 

Refitted Aircraft Carrier to Leave for India November 30 – Deputy Premier 

A Russian-built aircraft carrier refitted for the Indian 
Navy will finally leave for India on November 30, 
Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin said, 
following an overhaul that is years late and cost over 
twice the original budgeted price. The carrier 
Vikramaditya, which is now five years past its 
original 2008 delivery date, was supposed to have 

been handed over to India in December 2012 after the contract was renegotiated, 
but had to undergo additional repairs after last year‘s sea trials revealed that the 
vessel's boilers were not fully functional due to problems with their insulation. ―The 
problems revealed during sea trials last year have been fixed,‖ Rogozin, who 
oversees Russia‘s defence and space industries, said at a meeting with Prime 
Minister Dmitry Medvedev. ―The ship is ready a month ahead of the handover 
ceremony and will leave our territorial waters on November 30,‖ Rogozin said. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/german-firm-set-to-supply-sonar-systems-for-indian-navy-113101300396_1.html
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Russian arms exports monopoly Rosoboronexport said in September that the 
Vikramaditya will be handed over to India on November 15 and was expected arrive 
at the Indian naval base at the port of Mumbai by February. The warship, previously 
known as the Admiral Gorshkov, is a Project 1143.4 or modified Kiev class aircraft 
carrier commissioned by the Soviet Navy in 1987 and decommissioned in 1996 after 
cuts to the Russian Navy fleet. The refit of the ship has lurched from one crisis to 
another since India and Russia signed a $947 million deal in 2004 for its purchase 
and refit according to the Times of India. Delivery has been delayed three times, 
pushing up the cost of refurbishing the vessel to $2.3 billion, sparking acrimony 
between Moscow and New Delhi over the contract. The Indian Navy has already 
taken delivery of some of the carrier's MiG-29K naval fighter aircraft, that were 
completed before their parent ship was ready for sea. 

Source: RIANOVOSTI, 14 October 

Armed US Ship Detained in Tamil Nadu under Investigation: MEA 

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) disclosed that the Centre was taking a serious 
stance on the suspicious movement of an American ship, which was earlier detained 
in Tamil Nadu for carrying arms, and said that the matter is presently being 
investigated. "The matter is being investigated. Upon completion the authorities will 
provide us the report," MEA spokesperson Syed Akbaruddin said. Meanwhile, 
Deputy National Security Advisor Nehchal Sandhu said that he felt that the detained 
American ship could be a 'mother ship' which was responsible for the transfer of 
arms and security personnel to other ships, who depend upon them to protect civil 
shipping against pirates. 

"My suspicion is that the boat that has come in at Tuticorin is one of those mother 
ships, which has a number of security personnel and a number of weapons on-
board. The law will take its course. You know how the law applies," Sandhu said. 
"We don't know on what mandate they got these weapons or had these weapons on-
board. Therefore, it remains unclear," he added. Explaining the role of mother ships, 
Sandhu said that because the highest area for piracy has been extended from 65 
degrees east to 78 degrees east, which runs along India's southern borders, civil 
shipping (and) maritime operations in the area tend to employ Private Maritime 
Security Companies. "These people have armed people on-board to protect civil 
shipping against pirates. Now, these people who provide the security move from ship 
to ship and they have to depend on mother ships for those transfers for the safe 
retention of weapons and so on," he explained. Earlier, the Home Ministry reportedly 
asked the Tamil Nadu government to probe into the case and submit a report to the 
Centre on the purpose of the armed American ship treading into Indian waters. 

The detained vessel has been identified as M.V. Seaman Guard Ohio and was 
intercepted and detained by the Indian Coast Guard about 15 nautical miles east of 
Tuticorin. Additionally, FIRs have been reportedly registered against 10 crew 
members and 25 guards of the detained ship by the Tamil Nadu Marine Police for 
illegally carrying arms and ammunition. According to media reports, a case under the 
Essential Commodities Act has also been registered against the crewmembers for 
buying 1,500 litres of diesel illegally with the help of a Tamil Nadu-based shipping 
agent. Media reports also claim that the detained vessel had 10 crewmembers, 

http://en.ria.ru/military_news/20131014/184137951/Refitted-Aircraft-Carrier-to-Leave-for-India-November-30--Deputy-Premier.html
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comprising of two Ukrainians and eight Indians. The vessel also has 25 security 
guards, of which six are British, fourteen are Estonian, one Ukrainian and four are 
Indians. 

Source: Business Standard, 14 October 

 

Syria’s Shipping Trade Struggles as War Risks Bite 

War and sanctions are taking an increasing toll on Syria‘s vital seaborne trade, with 
fewer vessels calling at its cargo ports as ship owners shy away from the risks 
associated with a conflict now in its third year. The slowdown in deliveries of food 
and other essentials is piling pressure on President Bashar Assad‘s government, 
which is struggling to keep commercial supply lines open. Syria has failed for some 
time to procure strategic commodities such as wheat, sugar and rice through 
international tenders due to the civil war and an associated financing crunch. 
Shipping volumes have been hit despite the country‘s ports being open and 
operational, sources familiar with matter say. ―Assad has support from his allies such 
as Russia and the regime continues to cling on. At the same time, the conflict is 
having an effect on supply lines which includes everything from commodities and 
goods,‖ said Alan Fraser of security firm AKE. ―They are struggling on the shipping 
side, which is why they have tried to keep land corridors open.‖ 

Ship-tracking data from maritime analytics firm Windward shows that the number of 
ships – dry bulk, container and general cargo vessels – calling at the ports of Tartous 
and Latakia has fallen since the start of the year. Port calls made by dry-bulk vessels 
have fallen from a peak of 108 in March to just 20 in September. Similarly, 120 
general cargo vessels made port visits in March, falling to 52 in September, the data 
shows. ―Although sanctions have had an impact on Syrian trade, the dangers to 
inland transport may also curtail trade into Syrian ports,‖ a shipping industry source 
said. ―Ship tracking shows the major ports are receiving only four or five ships a day, 
nearly all of which are small local general cargo vessels.‖ Many of the vessels 
visiting Syrian ports are among the oldest in the global fleet, averaging 28 years old, 
the data shows, which sources say reflects the caution bigger lines have about 
sending more modern ships in. 

The threat of Western attacks has faded as Assad has agreed to destroy his 
chemical arsenal, but ―Syria is still not worth the hassle for many owners. You need 
to factor in potentially high-risk trade,‖ a European ship owner said. Earlier this year, 
Philippines-based International Container Terminal Services pulled out of operating 
the Tartous container port because of the war. ―As the conflict has intensified, so it 
has become less viable for freight transport operations,‖ said Daniel Richards of 
business intelligence firm Business Monitor International. ―Not only have [Syria‘s] 
ports seen shipping companies shy away from them, but road haulage firms have 
looked for alternative routes for goods that otherwise would have been transited 
through the troubled state.‖ An official in Latakia said the port was ready to receive 
ships as normal although business was down. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ani/armed-us-ship-detained-in-tamil-nadu-under-investigation-mea-113101401075_1.html
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―In terms of operational problems we don‘t have any. There are also no problems 
with our infrastructure and no damage so we are ready to operate one hundred per 
cent as normal,‖ the official said. ―However, of course because of the situation the 
volumes of cargo are much less.‖ Tartous port officials did not respond to requests 
for comment and official data was not immediately available. In late 2011, London‘s 
marine insurance market added Syria to a list of areas deemed high risk for 
merchant vessels, which has also led to higher shipping costs, trade sources say. 
―The situation in Syria is such that underwriters really need to be notified if a vessel 
wishes to go there so they can make their own decision as to whether that risk is 
bearable at the current terms, or change the terms or conditions for the risks,‖ said 
Neil Roberts of the Lloyd‘s Market Association, which represents insurance-
underwriting businesses in the Lloyd‘s market. 

France‘s CMA CGM, the world‘s third-biggest container group and part of a 
consortium that manages the Latakia terminal, said it still called at both Latakia and 
Tartous. Others have scaled back activities, including the world‘s No. 1 ship 
container firm Maersk Line, which offers a weekly feeder service via a sister 
company after cutting direct calls due to a lack of profitability. Feeders transport 
containers that are loaded from bigger ships at other locations or at transhipment 
hubs such as Egypt or Lebanon. ―We are abiding strictly by the comprehensive 
sanctions imposed by the international community and this more than anything has 
reduced the flows into Syria,‖ said Simon Brown, head of Maersk Line Egypt. ―We 
continue to accept bookings for any commodities not on the restricted list, for 
example humanitarian aid, food and medicine. It is our hope that the security 
situation continues to allow safe passage of vessels and cargo through to Syria.‖ 

Source: The Daily Star, 10 October 

Shipping Emissions Regulation Poised to Increase Shipping Costs 

Despite IMO's best efforts to satisfy EU's 
regulators; it appears that the shipping industry is 
looking for a much stricter environment in the near 
future. Over the summer, as shipbroker Gibson 
points out in its latest report, EU proposed to push 
forward with an initiative to monitor C02 emissions 
from shipping. According to EU's officials, maritime 
transport remains the only transport mode not 
included in the EU‘s GHG emissions reduction 
commitment and currently accounts for 4% of 

Europe‘s total. Globally, the maritime transport sector represents 3% of emissions, 
but this is expected to rise to 5% by 2050 despite the introduction of mandatory and 
operational efficiency measures such as the lower ECA permissible sulphur content 
levels from January 2015. 

As Gibson points out, "long term, the EU aims to reduce C02 emissions by ships by 
up to 75%. In other words, switching over to the use of low sulphur fuels within the 
European ECAs may not be enough to satisfy the bureaucrats in the EU, who 
appear to be looking at a tougher policy. The EU wants a global approach taken to 
reduce shipping emissions and proposes that from 2018, large ships using EU ports 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/Business/Middle-East/2013/Oct-10/234104-syrias-shipping-trade-struggles-as-war-risks-bite.ashx#axzz2hlS7kZKh
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should report their verified emissions. The EU has in the past acted independently 
from the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) when it has felt that international 
legislation has been too slow", it noted. 

 So who will be affected? Gibson says that "the proposal is for EU regulation on 
Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MRV) of C02 emissions from all ships greater 
than 5,000 gross tonnage making voyages into, out of and between EU ports. This 
will be required per-voyage as well as yearly monitoring of EU emissions. The 
‗companies‘ will also have to provide an emissions report for their previous year‘s 
activities. This will be in addition to the adoption of the technical efficiency measures 
introduced by the IMO in 2011, which were designed to deliver significant emission 
reductions", the shipbroker said. 

Meanwhile, the US authorities also appear to be taking an increasingly stricter 
position with respect to their own emissions control area. As per Gibson, "recent 
orders placed at NASSCO shipyard for Jones Act tonnage has included two 
container ships and four MRs (with 4 options) which will be dual fuelled (oil & LNG). 
With the first delivery of these just two years away, the owners appear confident that 
access to LNG fuel will not be a problem in the US, even more so with the growth of 
domestic gas production. The debate on alternative fuels is heating up. As these 
environmental deadlines approach, owners have some tough decisions to make in 
increasingly harsh shipping markets. The only certainty is that the emission 
legislation will become increasingly tougher and even more costly to implement", the 
report concluded. 

Meanwhile, in the crude tanker markets in the Middle East, Gibson noted "quite 
impressive VLCC volumes started to harden sentiment, and Owners managed to 
establish a very slightly higher ws 37 East/ ws 24/25 West, via Cape, as a 
consequence . Eastern holidays then intervened, and took the gloss off, somewhat, 
but the owning camp will stay hopeful that the end month game plays to their favour. 
Availability, however, doesn‘t look particularly challenged against the anticipated 
demand, and any upside looks to be very limited as things stand. Suezmaxes kept a 
steady, if rather modest, profile with longer runs to the east paying around 130,000 
by ws 55, and western options again in the low/mid ws 30‘s. Aframaxes thinned 
enough to allow rates to inflate to 80,000 by ws87.5+ to Singapore, and with a 
number of extra units being currently tied up on short term fuel oil storage contracts 
in Singapore, an even tighter list could develop", the shipbroker said. 

Similarly, in the Mediterranean, "the Aframax scene remained completely over-
tonnage through the week, forcing Owners to accept as low as 80,000 by ws 60 
cross Med, with no better than ws 65 available even for the shortest voyages. Some 
are now ballasting away in disgust, but it‘ll take a lot more defection to have any 
positive effect. Suezmaxes found little to shout about, and spent most of the week in 
survival mode.140,000 from the Black Sea stays at under ws 50 for European 
destinations with US$2.7 million paid from the Med to South China, and little early 
change anticipated", Gibson said.  

Finally, in the North Sea, "Aframaxes moved through a rare purple patch, particularly 
in the Baltic where the 100,000 size added 10 ws points in the week to up to ws75 
for Continent discharge options.80,000 Cross UK Cont didn‘t do quite so well, but did 
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also firm to close on 80,000 by ws 87.5 Cross UKC and should stay that way though 
the extended stamina remains open to question. Suezmaxes snapped up anything 
that crossed their path and mirrored West Africa‘s bottom numbers at 135,000 by ws 
40 to the States. VLCCs got the odd knock at US$3 .25 million for Fuel Oil to 
Singapore, though the 'arb' isn‘t wide, and nobody is queuing up to book tonnage for 
now", the shipbroker concluded.  

Source: Carbon Positive, 9 October 

 

With North Pole Ice Melting More Ships Take Arctic Shortcut 

For centuries, polar bears have enjoyed Arctic waters in isolation. But now, they are 
getting company in the summer. Last summer, China sent its first icebreaker, the 
Snow Dragon, over the top of Russia, from Shanghai to Iceland. This summer, the 
Yong Sheng, a freighter operated by China‘s COSCO shipping company, became 
the first Chinese merchant vessel to take the shortcut. It sailed from Shanghai to 
Rotterdam, cutting two weeks off the usual route, through Egypt‘s Suez Canal. 
Satellite photos by the US space agency, NASA, show that the white Arctic ice 
around the North Pole shrinks every summer. It is replaced by more and more open 
water, which appears black in the photos. Even Russian President Vladimir Putin 
agrees with the American scientists. ―It is absolutely clear now that the climate is 
changing. Everyone is talking about this,‖ he told an Arctic Forum held here recently. 
―It is clear now that the northern latitudes can be open for shipping for 100 days or 
perhaps 150 days, and that new regions are opening up for economic activity.‖ While 
Russia invests in more icebreakers, Arctic experts gathered at the forum say they 
see growing opportunities for trade. 

Felix Tschudi, chairman of a Norwegian shipping company, has shipped iron ore 
from northern Norway to China. ―We believe that the potential of the Northern Sea 
Route is large,‖ said Tschudi, a promoter of the route. ―It will not be like an explosion. 
In 2010, there were four ships using the transit route. In 2011, there were 34. And in 
2012 there were 46. This year we expect around 50 ships.‖ Lawson Brigham was the 
captain of a United States Coast Guard icebreaker based in Alaska. ―Really, we‘re 
looking at a seasonal supplement to the Suez Canal, carrying natural resources,‖ he 
said. ―We‘re not going to retool the global container ship traffic.‖ 

Environmental Concerns 

Indigenous leaders and environmentalists worry about the potential for an oil spill in 
the fragile environment of the high north. Aqqaluk Lynge, from Greenland, is 
chairman of the Inuit Circumpolar Council. ―You cannot use the Arctic as a 
laboratory. It‘s not a laboratory. The Arctic Ocean is not the last frontier. It‘s our 
home. People have to remember that people live there,‖ he said at the conference. 
―We are very concerned about the tourist liners‘ travel routes up to east Greenland 
and other parts of Greenland because there‘s simply no rescue possibility in those 
areas.‖ But his neighbour Olafur Grimsson, the president of Iceland, welcomes 
Chinese ships. He told forum attendees: ―Next month the CEO of COSCO, the 

http://www.carbonpositive.net/media-centre/industry-updates/1799-shipping-emissions-regulation-poised-to-increase-shipping-costs.html
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largest shipping company in China, will explain at the new Arctic Circle Assembly in 
Reykjavik how China is preparing for a new era in global shipping when the melting 
of the Arctic sea-ice will connect Asia in a new way to America and Europe.‖ What 
may be bad for polar bears may be good for shipping between China and Europe. 

Source: Eurasia Review, 5 October 

Arctic Shipping "Not a Short-Term Opportunity" 

Arctic shipping routes will have little impact on the 
shipping industry for at least 15 years, AP Møller-
Maersk CEO Nils Andersen told the Financial Times. 
"This is not a short-term opportunity," he said. "We will 
see some single ships sailing through the Arctic… but 
the reality is, for commercial shipping such as 
container shipping, this is not something that will 
happen within the next 10 to 20 years." Maersk, which 

carries 15% of seaborne freight, moves hundreds of thousands of containers 
annually through the Suez Canal, but Andersen said that, despite the fuel savings 
that can be realised by going through the Arctic, other costs are higher. 

"The problem is just that you have to have icebreakers, you have to be very sure that 
you hit the right window during the year so you don't run into icebergs, and things 
like that," he said. Other shipping executives say difficulties with insurance for Arctic 
voyages and emergency help in the far north are both barriers to the trips. Use of the 
Northern Sea Route (NSR), also known as the Northeast Passage, for travel 
between Asia and Europe, has grown dramatically in recent years, but still 
represents a fraction of traffic through the Suez Canal. The northwest passage 
between Western North America and Europe, which bypasses the Panama Canal, 
saw its first-ever bulker voyage this year. 

Russia predicts that most traffic on the NRS by 2021 will involve transportation of oil 
and gas from the Russian north, not cargo ships using the route as a shortcut. "The 
way global warming is going, of course there is the opportunity in a very far, very 
distant future that the northern sea route will open up and it will be a major shipping 
route," Andersen said. "But it will definitely not be within the next 15 to 20 years in 
our opinion so it's far too early to start constructing vessels for it." 

Source: Ship & Bunker, 11 October 

Cyclone Phailin: Army, Navy on Standby in Coastal Andhra 

Four columns comprising more than 500 army men including engineers and medical 
staff equipped with thousands of life jackets, speed boats, life-saving drugs have 
been rushed to the coastal districts of Visakhapatnam and Srikakulam for rescue 
operations in the wake of cyclone Phailin hitting the shores of neighbouring Odisha. 
Disclosing that the personnel and supplies have been dispatched to the coast, Major 
general Cyrus A Pithawalla, General Officer Commanding, Andhra Sub Area, said 
that even though a formal requisition had not come from the state government to 
assist in relief, rescue and evacuation operations, the high alert from the ministry of 

http://www.eurasiareview.com/05102013-north-pole-ice-melting-ships-take-arctic-shortcut/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+eurasiareview%2FVsnE+%28Eurasia+Review%29
http://shipandbunker.com/news/world/441225-maersk-arctic-shipping-not-a-short-term-opportunity
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defence prompted the army to respond. These columns from Bison division have 
trained manpower to erect and restore shelters, rescue and evacuate people and are 
equipped with rescue and speed boats and life jackets. In addition to having prior 
experience of assistance during floods, landslides, etc. 

Meanwhile, the Visakhapatnam-based Eastern Naval Command of the Indian Navy 
has kept ready diving teams and inflatable rafts at important locations so that they 
can be put into operations at a short notice. Eastern Naval Command has got its six 
helicopters including Chetak and UH-3H on standby at the Naval Air Station INS 
Dega to undertake reconnaissance, rescue, casualty evacuation and air drop relief 
material to the stranded. Additionally, four naval ships, 30 diving teams, four 
platoons with composite satellite communication and additional relief material are 
ready to be pressed into action at a short notice, all along the East Coast from 
Visakhapatnam to Paradip. Two Indian Naval ships including the Landing Platform 
Dock INS Jalashwa are on standby to proceed to the most affected areas of Odisha. 

INS Jalashwa, the second largest combatant of the Indian Navy, is ideally equipped 
to undertake Humanitarian Aid Distress Relief (HADR), evacuation, logistic support 
and hospital ship operations. Both the ships are poised with additional divers, 
doctors, inflatable rubber boats, integral helicopters and relief material that include 
food, tentage, clothes, medicines, blankets etc., in quantities sufficient to sustain 
over 5000 personnel for three days. Six advance diving teams with inflatable boats, 
rescue material and satellite communication have left for Odisha by road and will 
operate from INS Chilika, 50 km north of Gopalapatnam, where the cyclone made 
the landfall. These personnel will be assisted by four platoons from the local naval 
station and doctors from INHS Nivarini in their rescue and relief efforts. 

Source: The Times of India, 13 October 

 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-10-13/india/42991570_1_jalashwa-relief-material-eastern-naval-command

